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On August l8» 1969* e confidential source, who has 
provided reliable infomation in the past, advised that Mrs. 
Coretta King, widow of aurdered civil rights leader. Doctor 
Martin Luther King, Jr., has been invited to participate in 
the dedication of a plaza in New Delhi. The Invitation had 
been extended by the Ford Foundation. 

The plaza is to be dedicated to Mahataa Ohandi, 
the Indian pacifist, and Doctor King. Mrs. King was also 
invited to send an appropriate quotation by Doctor King to 
be read at the ceremony, which is to take place during 
January, 1970. 

The source advised further that there was an 
indication that Mrs. King would send the quotation, along with 
a message that she would consider the Invitation to attend 
in person and send a definite answer at a later time. 




/PPRCPRIATE AGENCIES 
/’’D FIEID OFFICES 
f tv p.quxING 

f-Tp(S) 

TAIE 



ALL INFORWATICK CONTAINED 
Ii’r:>ElN IS UNCLASSlFirO 
EaCF? T WHERE SHOWN 
OIIHIKffISE. 





% 



Classifi 


.edby 




Exempt from GOS, 
Dale oi 


Excluded from automatic 
downgrading and 
declassification 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It 
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I hsvs rscslved your eommunicatioD of August 24th, with 
•nclosed clipping, and apprsclats your furnishing this to ms. 

With rsspsct to your comments coocsmlng Martin Luther 
King, information in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confident 
tial in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

% Edgar Hoover 

NOTE: On 6-23-69 H^H^m^vrote Bureau and was generous in his 
remarks concerning tue Director’s administration. At that time he sent 
a postcard which depicted an individual identlfi^as King and others 
attending the Highlander Folk Sc|iool, Monteagl^ Tennessee, during 1987. 
His letter was acknowledged on 6-27-69, His enclosure is the Inside cover 
of "Parade" magazine of 7-27-69. 
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San Jose,Ca.95126 
AUguat 24,1969 


Jbvfej 


Gentleiien, 




t. 


t 
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I wrote your deijartrient a few weeks ago and enclosed a post 
card, that was distributed by a colored lady by the name of Julia Brown, 
She gaye a lecture in the Auditoriian here and she stated that she had 
been an undercover Agent for the F»B.I« for 9 years,On this 
picture was the ujper righthand corner,and the lower half snowed 
Uartin i.iither^Kin:' & about 40 others attendlj^; a Cormie school,now 

herTTs the point I am leading up to,I have sent 

editor of Parade Magazine asking that they reprint thls^but ne nerer 
budged an inch to print it. Row I an enclosing a copy of this 

froiL sane Magazine 8ection,where he answers a Sections 

I and states that King was never a Conrale,! have checked other que^ions 
I on this page that may be of Interest to your department,Please don t 
I feel obligated to reply to this natter,imless you so desire,! remain 
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J^wY^rfc N*^v spike rumors? Want to learn the truth about prominent personalities? Write Walter Scott, Parade 733 3rd Ave^ 

o k, N.Y., 10017. Your full name will beused unless otherw^e i^q^ted. Volume of mail received makes personal replies impossible 

^j^ghteroiex^KingUmbertooflUty.SincedeBal- 

__ PnncBt dn<j hsu 


Q. I nad in the papers that the fate fudy Cadand 
suffend from cirrhosis of the liver and should have 
been dead years ago. Is this truef Also why was fudy 
so unhappyf How much of a fortune did she leave? 
—Louise Carlson. 5t. Paul, Minn. 

A. The singer drank heavily but she did not suffer 
or die from cirrhosis of the liver. Judy was unhappy 
because, try as she might, she could find no lasting 
father-substitute in her life. She cried out for a strong 
man to love and take care of her. Instead she chose 
weak men, not rwcessarily her husbands, who used 
her. She died in debt. 




ivotiW /ike lo kiKHv if 
the Premier of South Viei- 
nam—Tran Van Huongs 
was one of Ho Chi Minh's 
mosi trusted gerwrats m 
the VieCnamese war 
againsf the french.-^^avis 
KnoK trfbana^ ill 

- A. Tran Van Muong, 65, 

was a leader in the Communist Vietminh along with 
. Hp Minh until 1946 when he broke away. 




^rlamh Roosevelt stabbed in Geneva by his third 
w/7e—who were his previous wives ^ How many chil¬ 
dren did they havej^—PT., Aibany, N. K 
Ao Roosevelt, stabbed by the former Gladys Irene 
Owens, 52, was formerly married to Betsey Cushing 
and Romelle Schneider by whom he had five chil- 




s the Governor of 


Ohio, fim Rhodes, a pawn 
of the Mafiaf 
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dKTghfer Of ex-MOg Uminrnu ^ ' 

lany was once married to Genevieve Poncef ana had 
(WO children by her. how did de Balkany gel the 
Vitican to annul that pnarriage?—Charles Hildebrand. 
Chicago./fl. 

A. There are two frequent grounds for securing a 
Vatican annulment: rKMi-consummation of the mar¬ 
riage or constraint by one partner. Thv Sacra Rota, the 
Vatican court which deals with such matters, does 
not explain its secret decisions, and did not do so in 
this case. De Balkany, 39. Is a Rumanian who came to 
Paris after World War fl and became Paris’ nwsi 
successful real esute promoter. He was married to 
Genevieve Francois-Poncet, daughter of the French 
Ambassador to Great Britain. They have two children. 


and were divorced three years ago 


Q. Who said: "Pretty much all the honest truth- 
idling in the world is done by chitdren?"—-Amy 
Kahn. Boston. Mass. 

A. Oliver Wendell Holmes. 1809-94, American 


author, physician, and statesman 
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American Vietnam war resisters have 
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i^iJNG AND KATHIYN 

P '' r-osby marriage foun<termg? How 
; M /^sbing, she pfays summer stocks 

—Mildred Korngoid, Asbury Park, N.i 
A. Bing trosbv ‘i *5, His wife, Kathryn, is 35. She 
5 * I! ^ribinons as an actress, which is why she is 
playing The Prime o/ Miss lean Brodie in summer 
stock. Crosby, on the other hand, has known it alt, 
prefers to fish and golf, occasionally work. 




^. j was the Russiart lieutenant who tried to as¬ 

sassinate Leonid Brezhnev in Moscow this past /anu- 
ary? Why have the Russians refused to try himf —fve- 
lyn Hardwick, Richmond, Va. 

A. The lieutenant's name is Ilyn. Reportedly he was 
stationed with Soviet army engineers in Leningrad. 
The Soviets refuse to publicize •Se case since I re¬ 
veals the jnres* i->w prevalent "^.gHout the et 


as a governor subject to 

pressure from many 
sources, he certainly bears 
watching. Life magazine 
recently reported on the state of his finances and 
$on>e of his decisions concerning a Mafia figure in 
Jail. 


Is it that Bobby Kennedy, Nick Katzenbach, 
'and Ramsey Clark, each of them a US. Attorney 
Genera/, coula not get alorg with /. Edgar Hoover f 
What was learned from w't Aapping the telephone 
o' .,artm Luther King Ir: Oid he turn out to be > 
Communist agent as tvmoredf^ — VI. Lewis, Wash¬ 
ington, O.C. 

A. Kennedy, Clark, and Katzenbach found that Hoo¬ 
ver, ostensibly under orders to the Justice Depart¬ 
ment, ran his own show. King's telephone was tapped 
because at one time he had dealings with a Com¬ 
munist lawyer. He was never, however, a Communist 
or a Communist agent. For the most part, the wire¬ 
taps revealed that Vtng on occasion submitted to 
temptat»r»n«, c sH 


A. Approxinutely 225 in the last 18 months. 

ferried 

Mdcy Do/em of4m imm^^n'l it a shotgun 
muriagef~~T. Y.. Los Angeles, Calif. 

A. Says Mrs. Micky Oolenz: 'There is no need for 
anrone to count the months. Ami is a baby of love 
W^were expecting her before we were actually mar- 
ned We didn't feel guilty about •. v,e »o 

have a oaby, and it wasn't a shotgun marriage. 
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Warren, Michigan 48099 


Dear 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ?. i3 

Oo-Jie 


In reply to your inquiries concerning Martin Luther 


King, Jr., in your letter of August 14th, information in the files of 
the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regu* 
lations of the Department of Justice. I regret I cannot be of help to 


you in this instance. 


Sincere^ yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


O) 

W m B 

S o 8 


ToJflOfl _ 

DeLoudi . 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Casper_ 

Callahan . 
Conrod 
FeJf_ 


NOTE: We wrote to correspondent on 6-26-68 in reply to his letter 
concerning Karl Prussion and requesting information whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist. Bufiles contain no derogatory 
information concerning him. 
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F.B.I. Director 
J. Edger Hoover 
Justice Department 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr Hoover 

Several weeks ago I heard that the F.B.I. had tapped 
the telephone of Martin Luther King Jr. 

I would appreciate any information that you can send 
me regarding this matter. (Why was his phone tapped? Who ordered 
the phone tapped? Was any usefull information obtained? etc) 

Thank You 
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Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad _ 

Mr. Pelt _ 
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Mr. Rosen 


Mr. Sullivan 
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FROM M. A. Jones ^ 
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.lUiMvan . 
" ilV€-. _ 


I c-c, r^ooc. , 
Hoirr.os 
Ga'.dy 


SUBJECT: 


SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE (D - HAWAII) 
INFORMATION CONCERNING DISSEMINATION MADE 
BY BUI^AU OP INFORMATION REGARDING MARTIN 
LUTHER KING 




\ 


Reference Malmfeldt to Bishop memorandum of 8/15/69 
wherein Mr. DeLoach suggested that he and Inspector Bowers personally 
deliver the enclosed I’etter dated 8/18/69 to Senator Inouye. T 

Contact with the Senator's secretary on 8/19/69 revealed 
the Senator and both of his top assistants are out of Washington and 
not scheduled to return untU 9/3/69. C0?aA INED 

HEi^£tfnS UTUSSSirlED- 


RECOMMENDATION: 


Bv 


That the enclosed letter be delivered by Bowers to the 
; Senator's secretary and that she be advised at that time that Mr. DeLoach 

T V 1 J Am ^ __ J. % _f mm __ 


would like to call on the Senator upon his return to Washington to discuss 
any additional questions he may have concerning his inquiry about 
Martin Luther King. ^ ^ -- 

He V.-C n.r 77 y- ■ ' 

.V 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 • Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
i - Mr. Malmfeldt 
1 - Mr. Jones 
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D. c. 20510 




KKitoMnEo 


* - Jf VxiVir*.,,.* ^ 


Your letter of Ausust 13th has boca received. 


You Ea?.y be assured that any dissemination of 
:r-.r.tlDn_reiarc:ia2 Martin Luther Klnj made by this Bureau 
:.: the* ruccuLivo Drar.ch of the Goveruiucnt ’vas on 

■ ^ cr. i.iz.T ii'tcrcot In the subject matter tn’.olvej. 

. . . -.cr of i'_" juet 3, ICCD, I made absolutely no Luolioa'-len 
.. .er tr.at rsiy o; lucre orficialo ■ lcahed'‘ such inTomiaticn. 
:.r .c Circureotratecj, I do not believo that any purpose v;guIcI 
M in U’ -rdifyir.^ the individuals to whom the pertinent 
: -..:dIon was hirniahed. 


Sincerely yours. 
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M -imj. 
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XCTE: See G. E. Malmfeldt to Mr. Bishop memo dated 8/15/69 captioned 
-.^navor Daniel K. Inouye (D - Hawaii), Information Concerning Dissemination 
-- Made By Bureau of Information Regarding Martin Luther Kin'^." 
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UNi rr.S> STA l'ES GO\>.vNMENT 

Memorandum 


: IVIr. Bishop date: 8-15-69 

i ' 

FROM G. E. Malmfeldt 

S I- ^ 

SU BJECT SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE (D - HAWAB) 

INFORMATION CONCERNING DISSEMINATION MADE 
BY BUREAU OF INFORMATION REGARDING MARTIN 
LUTHEBKING 


7 C:.r5i = 

.A s;- 
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Senator Daniel K. Inouye (D - Hawaii with whom we have 
had limited but cordial correspondence), by letter of 8-13-69, has inquired 
as to our dissemination of information regarding Martin Luther King. 
Recommended that attacrfed letter be directed to Senator Inouye advising 
him that our dissemination was on the basis of the proper interest of those 
to v/hom FBI disseminated and that no purpose would be served in identifying 
those government officials. 


By letter 8-6-69, Senator Inouye made reference to an article 
in the 7-27-69 issue of Parade magazine regarding the immoral conduct of 
King, and the wiretap on King. Inouye inquired as to whether the FBI had 
released any information obtained from the wiretap. By letter 8-8-69 Inouye 
was advised that the FBI did not "leak” information regarding King and that, 
in keeping with our responsibilities, we disseminated information concerning 
King on a high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the Government. 

In his letter of 8-13-69, Inouye asks for the identities of the officials who 
received confidential information on King and inquires whether our letter 
of 8-8-69 implied that these officials may have been responsible for any leak 
of data on King. On this letter the Director noted "I am not implying anything, 
H." 


Vi 


The FBI has made dissemination of information on King to 
various high levels of the Government including the White House, the Vice 
President, the Attorney General, and intelligence agencies. We should not 
disclose identities of the officials to whom we have disseminated information. 
If we give Senator Inouye any such list, other members of Congress will 
expect similar treatment in other Bureau matters. Jhi addition, the furnisning 
cJ any list to the Senator might also cause him to inquire of ^e-officials on 
the list whether or not they leaked any data on King,i arid!'causingthem- to 
be displeased with the FBI for disclosing their identities as recipients of 

s^ensftive information on King. / - ^ ^ ‘ . 

"Sure . / ' _ ' > y o 

1 - ..*r. DeLoach^ ^ ^ A/NOT RECORDED* 

1 - Mr. Bishop CdSlTINUm‘WER ../ J . 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 0^3! -j ' 

1 -Mr. Malmfeldt *4-U T ^ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Bishop 

Re: Senator Daniel K. Inouye (D - Hawaii) 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That the attached letter be sent to Senator Inouye. 
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510 

August 13, 1969 


/r , T. 

- l/V . , V;. 

;\sl*-:ar Iloovor /)/s '"V^' \u> 

1 ,' w CO r ^ ^ y * \ ^ • ^ * * — 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ' j 7" - 

United States Department of Justice ' L 

Washington, D. C. U/V^ 


ViT. D. Loa^.. 

Mr, 

Vf." Bishop_ 

Mr, Cn«ipfT_ 

Mr. (’;jU,ih:in _ 

Mr. C<»nr.i<j_ 

Mr. Ki lt_ 

Mr. Gale * 

Mr. Rose.',_ 

Mr. Still IV•... 

Mr, T^jVf I 

V/* TrMtv r _ 

Tl:!c:. Ii . _ 


Miss Gandy_ 


F .rowCor 




Dear Mr. Hoover; 


%f 


1 wish to thank you for your prompt response to my inquiry concerning 
the "leak” of information in the Federal Bureau files on Dr, Martin 
Luther King. I can well understand and approve of the regulations which 
reqUrre that such files be maintained as confidential. 

I would like to inquire, however, as to what officials "on a high level 
basis within the Executive Branch of the Government" received such 
, confidential information. I wish also to inquire whether in your letter 
j you are implying that such information as may have been leaked came 
I therefore from one or more of these officials. 


/V w rWv 

* 




DKI:bh 


irely. 


SWmiEL K. mOUYE 
United States Senator 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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In reply to your letter of Aognet lSth» information 
concerning the alleged commoniet affillationa of Martin Lather King, 
whether aubatantiated or not, cannot he released because of a Depart¬ 
ment of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 


I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance. 
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August 13|1969 


Dear Sir 

I have becone conccraed, our Church 
literature as well as other publAcatioss, 
haye becone Iscreaalngly filled with the 
docrise of Mart is Lather^Klag, Picturing hi:n 
as a hi^ principled, hi^ noral isdividual, 
fighting for the rights of the poor people 
of Ancrica, 

Is it true l-h*# King associated hinself 
with known Cocnuniats? £yen visited North 
Viet Nan \diile the Ihiited States vras engaged 
in coobat with then. 

I v;ould appreciate any infomation you 
ni^t have available on the activities of Mr, 
King, vdiile living, concerning the Connunists. 

^ Thank you sincerely 




Lynchburg, Virginia 
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Dear, 


^ru'jv. ‘ 


Gxi^h 


In reply to the in<pilriee in your letter of Jnly 80th, 
data In the fllee of tiie FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. For 
the same reason, information concerning die alleged communist 
affiliations of Martin Luther King, Jr., whether substantiated or 
not, cannot be released. 


I want to assure you that neither radio station KTRQ 
nor any other radio stati(Hi has access to the files of this Bureau. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


1 - Honolulu - Enclosure P T 

Personal Attention SAC: Furnish the fect^oncerning this tape on 
- *^adio station KTRG under the captionJHHj^ Research (Correspond 
and Tours)” to reach the Bureau by S/o/oy^^^ 

NOTE: BuHles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
There is no derogatory information in our files concerning radio station 
KTRG. ^ . 
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Aloha, 


Ro: radio KIRG of Honolulu* 


All thia past vssk toIcss otsf radlo>KTRG haTs tolling pooplo to 


tUBO la todoj* Thojr would play an hour tap# ozposing tho aachinations 


o 


0 


or Kartin luthor King as hoing aithar an aetlaa coBauniat or a aupa or 


tha edmuniats* lhat is thair doewantationf It is said to ba froa tha 


sacrot filas of tha 7B1S 


A. amww jiA«i» nw.ru wm wpv* r«5UA,eiixj wwviaa wavwv wwaa waaw 


listanar that all this is ^doeuaantation froa tha sacrat FBI filas*** 


I hawa always been undar tha laprossioa that tha filas of tha FBI 
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doesn't tha FBI lot tha people know all thist* And tha aodarator is tailing 


tha Toiea: "Baeausa tha FBI thinks it sight affect national-security*** 


Once again: does radie-inRO or any radio station hawa antra to Tonr I 
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Mr* Bishop^ date: 8/6/6^ 

/ ALL INFORMATION COMTAIl'in) 
■ HEREIM IS UMCLASSIFIEO 

RAMSEY CLARK, ^ 

TELEVISION APPEARANCE 
ON DAVID FROST PROGRAM 
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At 9 p. m., August 5, 1969, former Attorney General Ramsey Clark 
appeared on the David Frost television program on StationWTTG-TV (Washington 


.. . e:\ 

uy* 
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answer session between him and Frost regarding electronic surveillance, Martin 
Luther King, and organized crime. The second portion featured a rebuttal of Clark’ 
views on wiretapping by former New York detective Ralph Salerno. 


In answer to a question of ”How independent is the FBI?" the former < 
Attorney General replied that he thinks the FBI operates with integrity; that when the 


FBI doesn’t agree, it doesn't follow the rules with great enthusiasm--"but who doesi 
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murder case, Clark said he "would never stop looking for evtaence of a conspiracy" 
but "on the other hand, I saw no evidence of one. ’’ When questioned about the source 
of James Earl Ray’s money, Clark indicated that "several" robberies were 
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teller. ’’ Clark also said that he never knew an Attorney General to "instigate" a 3 


1 wiretap; and that as late as two days before King's death, the FBI had asked his 
; approval for electronic coverage of King. He stated that Robert Kennedy thought 


iTCin^ a err^t * 5»c Hn T »» 


In a brief discussion of assassinations, Clark said the Warren 
Commission did a thorough job. 
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I to exist"; that La Cosa Nostra was more significant in the 1920’s than in the 1960’s; 


■ ai'.d that we can eliminate organized crime--unlike street crime--but not by the use 


; of electronic eavesdropping. He labeled microphones and wiretaps as "immoral" 
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I uso of them is "unfair"; and that (from the standpoint of employee time) they are 
I "one of the most wasteful techniques man has ever devised^’ ^ /y' / ^ p 
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M. A, Jones to Bishop memo 
RE: RAI^ISEY CLARK 

Ralph Salerno then arrived on the stage with Charles Grutzner 
(of "The New York Times") and played a recording of a conversation in which 
;wo New York hoodlums discussed a plot to murder an informant. This 
' conversation had been picked up by New York authorities by a concealed 
microphone in 1963. The two hoodlums were identified as Michael J. 
Scandifia (well-known professional mobster who disappeared in December, 

196S) and Peter J. ("Petie Pumps") Ferrara. The murder victim whom they 
discussed was Alfredo "Freddie" Santantonio, who was killed in New York on 
July 11, 1963. Santantonio had, in fact, been an informant, and this was 
used by Salerno as an "opening" to expand upon the need for protection of 
i informants and their families. 

, After this recording of the murder plot conversation had been 

played, Salerno said that in "abstract theory" he agreed with Clark, but as a 
practical matter he disagreed with Clark's views on the need for electronic 
. surveillances. Clark replied that he has "studied so many of these stories" 

; (recordings of underworld murder plots) that it (the recording which Salerno 
and Grut 2 ner had played) "doesn’t affect my judgment," Clark then asked, 

.. "Are we to continue this (the fight against organized crime) as a game? Or 
i are we to move in and knock it out?" 


Clark also used the program as a forum for airing his social 
worker-oriented views that organized crime "builds on powerless people"— 

; particularly those who live in slums and ghettoes. He lamented tliat "where 
; there is a climate to make organized crime profitable, there are people who will 
, talce the risk'of engaging in racketeering activities. He continued that "wiretaps 
won’t make a difference"; that we need to professionalize law enforcement; 
that law enforcement has been neglected; and that wiretapping "in such a 
J situation is a pathetic joke." 


Clark also told the audience, "White collar crime costs more than 
I organized crime, but we don’t talk about that." 


Among the matters pointed out by Salerno was the fact that 
Robert Kennedy had favored the use of electronic su^eillances—and that 
.'.icrophone disclosures have revealed there are judges and a Congressman in 
New Jersey who "might help" organized crime. 


RE CO MME NDATION: 

f. Fo/ information. 
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/ He has criticized FBI twice using 
'statement (last sentence, paragraph 2) 

, mentioned above. Suggest we challenge , 
him if he continues this lie. ■ . N 
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dvised that on 7/20/69, 
rty minute taped connentary concerning 
MARTIN LOTfflSR^KlNG. He stated that he assisted in the 
preparation of me script for this tape, which was pre> 
pared for release in 1968. However, with the death of 
tation decided not to use the connentary. 
dvised that in view of the recent novenent to 
national holiday in honor of KING, the station 
decided to present its connentary exposing KING. 
^H|HH^enphatically stated that at no tine either in 
pronotional announcenents regarding the program or in the 
program itself did he or any member of his staff state or 
inply that^the information contained in the expose resulted 
from acces^^^^^^^iles of the FBI or cane from files of 
the FBI. available a transcript of % the 

program vifmHF^^Vbed documentation for information 


used. 
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A copy of this transcript; 

KING Story,'* and documentation is enclosed for 
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It la noted that in Paragraph S of Page 2 of 
enclosure it la stated, "FBI reports state that RUSTIB 
Joined the Young Consunlst League in 1936 while at College 
of the City of New York and was active in this organisation 
on the caepus and elsewhere. In World War II he was 
arrested several tines for advocating resistance to the war 
and served 26 aonths in Federal prisons for draft dodging." 
According to attached docunentation this data was contained 
in the Allen-Scott Report, August 16, 1963, 



Page 7, Paragra^ 3, sakes reference to Congres- . 
sional testinony of KARl^RUSSIOR, "a forner counter-spy tf / ^ ' 

for the FBI". Paragraim 5, Pago 7, quotes the Director as - 

characterizing KING as HThe aost notorious liar in the 
Dnited States.7 


On page 12 of the transcript a stateaent is asde 
by the announcer that it is left to the listening audience 
t o de cide,’"A national holiday as a nonuaent (to HARTIN 
LOTHER KING); or a densnded disclosure of FBI infornstlon 
presently deeaed Yoo sensitive for our national security?' 
DICKINSON stated that the latter reference regarding in- 
fornstion too sensitive to national security was taken froa 
a recent stateaent aade by a Federal Judge in Houston, 
Texas, during the CASSIUS ClAY Selective Service trial, 
when contacts between CLAY and KING were injected into the 
trial proceedings. 


The foregoing are the only references to FBI in 
the transcript of the tape. No sention is aade that this 

froa the secret FBI files" as alleged by 
Tdld state that it was announced at the 
that transcript of the tape and docu- 
aentatioD of information was available to the listening 
public for twenty-five cents, and the docuaentation Itself 
aakes no reference to FBI files. 


i.ne i.i'anscripv oi 


Based on the denial of ^H^^^H^bat any state¬ 
ment was sade indicating access toTB nnHes and on the review* 
of the transcript it would appear that ^IBlI^isunderstood what 
was broadcast and, therefore, no further action is being taken 
by the Honolulu Office concerning this natter, UACB, 
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idrlsed that on 7/20/69, hla r 

ainuto taped comentarp concoraiag 
lABTOf LDTHEB EZNQ. Be stated that he assisted in the 
preparation of the script for this tape, which was pre* 
pared tor telease in 1968. Bowewer, with the death of 

itation decided not to nse the cosaentarp. /— 

idwised that in view of the recent sovenent ^ 

H national holidap in honor of KINO, the station 
j[U|y|S||eni decided to present its conentarp exposing KING, 
^^^HH|P»Bphaticallp stated that at no tiae dither is 
^SRtTonll announceaents regarding the prograa or in the 
progran itself did he or asp aeaber of his staff state or 
iaplp that the inforsation contained in the expose resulted 
fron acee^^^^J^^lles of the 7BI or caae from flies of 
the FBI. flH^HIVBade available a transcript of the 
progras wit^i^rttached documentation for inforaation 
used. 


A copp of this transcript, **The BmiK UTXHXB 
KINO 8torp,** and docuaentatlon is enclosed for the Burean, 
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It is aoted that la Paragraph 5 of Paga 2 of 
•Bclosuro it la otatad^ **FBI raporta atata that RUSTXII 
Jolnad tha Toung CoBasmiat Leagua la 1936 whila at Collaga 
of tha City of Hav Torh aatf aaa actiaa ia thia organiaatioo 


OB ina caapna 


In World war IX ha 


arraatad Bararal tioea for adrocatiag raaiatanca to tha aar 
aad aarrad 26 aontha ia Padaral prlaoaa for draft dodging.** 
Aceordiag to attached doconentatloa thia data aaa oootalaad 
in tha Allaa-Scott Report* August 16* 1963. 




Page 7* Paragraph 3* laikaB rafaraaea to Coagraa* 
alonal taatloony of KARL PRUSSION. *% foroer counternipy 
for tha 7B1**. Paragraph 6* Paga 7* quotaa tha Director as 


characterizing KING as fTh4 


>8t notorious liar la tl 
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On Page 12 of tha transcript a stateoent ia iSida 
hy tha announcer that it Is left to tha listening audlanea 
t o de cide* **A national holiday as a oonuaent (to MARTIN 
LUTHER KING); or a deasnded disclosure of FBI information 
presently deaned ^oo sensitire for our national security?* **, 
DICKINSON stated that the latter reference regarding in-> 
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a recent statenant aade by a Federal Judge in Houston* 
Texas, during tha CASSIUS CLAT Selective Service trial* 
whan contacts between CLAT and KING ware injected into tha 
trial proceedings. - 

The foregoing are tha only references to FBI ia 
tha transcript of tha tape* No Mention is sada that this 

from the secret FBI files** as alleged by 
SH^^^^^^^^Vdld state that it was announced at tha 
0*1 that transcript of the tape and docu> 
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Mikes ho referaaca to FBI files. 
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memorial, a national holiday to the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King. 
This, then, is the Story of Doctor King....) 


Few men have had so many words spoken and written 2d5out them as the 
late Martin Luther KING# The Reverend KING the center of a storm 

of controversy and violence after achieving prominence in 1955, when he 
led a successful boycott against the bus system in Montgomery, Alabama. 
Because of his success in this campaign against racial injustice and in¬ 
equality, KING gained the respect and admiration of many Americans, 


Over-looked by some, and unknown to most, were the character and 
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assault upon such formidcdjle obstacles as segregation and racial preju¬ 
dice. Had he enlisted the support of worthier people as his immediate 
aides, KING could have been a potent force in strengthening America and 
uplifting his people. Such was not the case, however, and from the pin¬ 
nacle of success in 1955, KING sank to an all-time low in April of 1967 
when he called the United States "thE GREATEST PURVEYOR OF VIOLENCE IN 
THE WORLD TODAY"- 


Who was this man who had been commended as a man of peace and 
deunned as an apostle of violence? To those liberals who have not intel¬ 
ligently discerned what KING been saying and doing during his thir¬ 
teen years of prominence, this may come as a shock and a tragedy. To 
those who followed his activities closely and were aware of his question- 
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surfacedr and yet^ where is the criticism he deserved and should have 
gotten? 


On January 15, 1929, Michael Luther KING# Jr., was born in a com¬ 
fortable 13-room house in Atlanta, Geogia, the son and grandson of two 
of the great preachers of the South. When he was six, his father changed 
both their names to that of the leader of the Protestant Reformation. He 
attended Morehouse College in Atlanta, thinking of becoming a doctor or 
a lawyer, and it was here that he read Thoreau's Essay on Civil Disobe¬ 
dience. Prom Morehouse, KING went to Crozer Theological Seminary in 
Chester, Pennsulvania, where a lecture on Mohandas Gandhi caused him to 
read every book and article he could find by India's great leader of 
non-violent protest. KING found his calling. 

In 1955, king became pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in 
Montgomery, Alabama. On December 1st of that year, a Montgomery bus 
driver ordered Negroes to stand so VIhites could sit. One women, Mrs. 

Rosa PARKS# refused and was arrested. Within hours, Negroes launched a 
boycott against the bus system, which proved 99% effective, and which 
was to last for 382 tense days. KING'S gift of articulateness, his ap¬ 
parent lack of personal ambition, and his willingness to stand up to 

/ /^ 0 ' / (Ji^- (~ / ■' 3 ^ ^ 
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tough city officials made him the natural leader of the boycott. When 
it was over, the Negroes of Montgomery had won a great victory, and 
Martin Luther KII^G had become world-feunous. 

But who assisted KING in toppling segregation on Montgomery buses? 
Surely, no one man, no matter how articulate or how brave, could succeed 
in such an undertaking alone. And who is Rosa PARKS? 

KING the boycott at the head of the Montgomery Improvement 

Association, which had been formed by the Reverend Fred SHUTTLESWORTH» 
former convict and president of the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc. [1] The SCEF had been formed from the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare. Identified communist James A. DOf'lBROViSKI was ad¬ 
ministrator of the SCHW. Paul CROUCH# Ohe of its founders, and an ad¬ 
mitted communist from 1925 to 1942, testified that the SCHW "WAS INTEND" 
ED TO LEAD TO CLASS HATRED AND RACE HATRED# DIVIDING CLASS AGAINST CLASS 
AND RACE AGAINST RACE* • 12J The Senate Internal Security Subcommittee 

exposed this organization, stating^that it "wAS CONCEIVED, FINANCED, AND 
SET UP BY THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN 1356 TO PROMOTE COMMUNISM IN THE 
Southern states • once exposed, the Party replaced this organization 
with the Southern Conference Educational Fund. [31 


This new communist front continued to use the same address as the 
SCHW, the same publication, the same telephone nvimber, and almost iden¬ 
tical officers. DOllBROVISKI continued to serve as administrator, identi¬ 
fied communist Aubrey WIL-lAMS remianed on the board, and identified 
communists Carl and Anne BRADEN were made Field Secretaries. After con¬ 
ducting an investigation, the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee 
described the SCEF as a communist transmission belt for the South. [41 


It is very interesting that the president of the SCEF was, at one 
time, Fred SHUTTLESV/ORTH » founder of the Montgomery Improvement Associ¬ 
ation and vice-president of Martin Luther KING'S Southern Christian 
leadership Conference. [5] 

Also in the Montgomery Improvement Association was Bayard RUSTIN' 

FBI reports state that RUSTIN joined the Young Communist League in 1936 
while at the College of the City of New York and was active in this or¬ 
ganization on the campus and elsewhere. In WWll he was arrested several 
times for advocating resistance to the war eind served 26 months in Fed¬ 
eral prisons for draft dodging. [6] 

RUSTIN has worked closely with the War Resisters League, the World 
Peace Brigade, Liberation magazine, the Medical Aid to Cuba Committee, 
the Committee for Non-Violent Action, the Greenwich Village Peace Center, 
and similar organizations, often as an office-holder. [71 He has also 
been active in the American Forum for Socialist Education, a communist- 
dominated organization. [81 

In 1953, in Pasadena, California, RUSTIN was arrested on a charge 
of sex perversion and went to jail after pleading “guilty." [91 


2 . 





There are those who might argue that RUSTIN mended his ways by 
1955 when Martin Luther KING hired him as his secretary and adviser. 
Let's follow RUSTIN 's activities since 1955. 

In 1955, RUSTIN was relatively unknown. In 1957, the Communist 
Party invited him to its 16th national convention. [10] He is known to 
have been socially entertained at the Soviet embassy, and, in 1958, went 
to Russia under the sponsorship of the Non-violent Action Committee 
Against Nuclear Weapons. [11] 

The January, 1963, issue of Fellowship reveals RUSTIN to be a 
"friend" of Kwame NKRyuAH^ former communist dictator of Ghana. The 
same issue credits RUoTiN with having worked to establish a center for 
non-violence at Dar es Salaam, Tanganyika. Communist terrorist troops, 
trained at this center, conducted raids against Mozambique and Rhodesia. 

In September, 1963, at Richmond, Virginia, RUSTIN said that "MORE 

BLOODY SUFFERING SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED SO THAT SQUEAMISH NORTHERN MeGROES 
WOULD BE HORRIFIED INTO LINE • 112] It is possible that some would be 

horrified. However, it is certain that this was part of the strategy of 
the communists for propagating racial v;arfare in the United states. 

On August 28, 1963, RUSTIN ® march on Washington. 

On August 29, 1963, he urged that the only hope for Negroes was 
to "go left"- [13] 

On February 3, 1964, RUSTIN was a leader of the New York City 
school boycott. 

On February 4, 1964, he was photographed leaving a cocktail party 
at the Soviet mission to the United Nations^ [14] 

This, then, was the leadership of the Montgomery Improvement Asso¬ 
ciation, Martin Luther KING two ex-convicts, who were also communist 
frenters. 

And what of Mrs. Rosa PARKS » the woman who set off the bus boycott? 
Shortly before the incident on the bus, Mrs. PARKS bad attended the 
Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee. [15] To fully under¬ 
stand the nature and purpose of this school, we must go back to the 
early 1930's, a time when the Communist Party had great dreams and ex¬ 
pectations for using the Negro in the Party's plan for overthrowing the 
United States government. 

It was in the 1930's that the Party organized the People's Insti¬ 
tute of Applied Religion. As part of its program, this institute set 
up the Commonwealth College at Mena, Arkansas. It was organized about 
1932 by James A. DOnBROWSKI arid fellow-traveler Myles HORTON- it was 
cited by the U.S. Attorney General as a communist front [16] and fined 
$2,500 for violating the Sedition statute of the state of Arkansas. [17] 
The faculty moved to Monteagle, ,Tennessee, and organized the Highlander 
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Folk School. In addition to BOf'BROVISKI and HORTON^ those assisting in 
the school's operation included Don WEST# district director of the 
Comnunist Party in North Carolina [18], and identified communist Aubrey 

WILLIrIS. [19] 


In 1945, the U.S. Senate rejected the appointment of Aubrey WILLIAMS 
as administrator of the Rural Electrification Administration (REA) after 
his affiliations with the communist apparatus had been placed in the 
record. [20] 


Aubrey WILLIAMS president of the Southern Conference Education 
Fund until 1963, at which time he became national chairman of the Com¬ 
mittee to Abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities. [21] 
This committee has been cited as a communist front. 


Can there be any doubt as to what was taught at the Commonwealth 
College where the hammer and sickle £1^9 was displayed? Or at the 
Highlander Folk School, at which Rosa PARKS was trained? Does anyone 
believe these schools were teaching American ideas and principles? 

In March, 1957, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference was 
set up in Atlanta. Martin Luther KING was installed as president, Fred 
SHUTTLESWORTH as vice-president, and the Reverend Andrew YOUNG as pro¬ 
gram director. 

The Atlanta Constitution of July 24, 1963, had this to say about 

YOUNGs "The Reverend YOUNG has been headquartered rent-free in Savannah 

IN THE o: FICES^OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF^HlNE/ hiLL/ AND bMELTER 

Workers. The Subversive Activities Control Board, an agency of the 
Federal government, has found the union to be communist-infiltrated." 

Is this just another coincidence? 

In September, 1957, KING was photographed at the Highlander Folk 
School. Also in attendance and photographed were Rosa PARKS. Aubrey 
WILLIAl'lS. Myles HORTON, and Abner W. BERRY of Central Committee of 
the Communist Party. [22] 

Now, it would seem that the Reverend KING would have gotten an ink¬ 
ling of the character of his associates at this school and the nature 
and purpose of the school itself. Nevertheless, on a form letter from 
school director HORTON, dated May 15, 1963, the Reverend Dr. KING is 
listed as a Sponsor of Highlander. [21] It is impossible to believe 
that someone as intelligent as KING could be so naive as to unknowingly 
continue to associate with the representatives of a conspiracy, the sole 
aim and purpose of which is the overthrow of the government of the 
United States. 

In December, 1959, KING called upon Southern Negroes to practice 
"civil disobedience" and to break openly any state or local law "nOT 

in harmony with Federal law". 132] 
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In 1960, Bayard RUSTIN replaced by Hunter Pitts Q^DELL 
KlilQ's secretary and adviser. Let's delve a little into 0 lELL’s back¬ 
ground. In 1956, he refused to testify before the Senate Internal Secu¬ 
rity Subcoirjnitte, taking the 5th amendment when questioned cd>out his 
communist activities. He repeated this performance in 1958. [23] In 

1962 the House Committee on Un-American Activities published a report 
entitled Structure and Organization of the Communist Party in the United 
States. On page 576, there is a list of those elected to the National 
Committee of the Communist Party, USA, as known to the House Committee in 
November 1961. Arriong the names is that of Hunter Pitts O^DELL* 

The facts are that O^DELL district organizer for the Communist 
Party in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1956, [23] was a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party when Martin Luther KII'IG hired him, and was elected to the 
National Committee of the Communist Party while on KING*® payroll. 

On October 26, 1962, the St. Louis Globe Democrat printed an article 
stating that KING had a communist on his payroll, so KING claimed to have 
fired 0*DELL that time. [13] However, 0*DELL then v;ent to work as 

administrator in the New York office of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, which you will recall is an organization of which Martin 
Luther KING president. [24] Pressure from the press again allegedly 

caused i<I[]G to fire 0*DELL> this time on June 26, 1963. [24] In July, 

1963, a UPI reporter phoned the New York offices of SCLC and was told 
that O^DELL '''®® still administrator. [24] 

In 1960, ther was the restaurant sit-in in Atlanta, led by KING* 

In 1961, demonstrations in Albany, Georgia, led to his arrest. When 
arrested, he declared dramatically that he would stay behind bars until 
the city desegregated public facilities. Two days later he was out on 
bail. [25] 

In St. Augustine, Florida, after getting Negroes fired up for mas¬ 
sive demonstrations, KING went to jail amid great fanfare. But, two days 
later he was bailed out again, so he could receive an honorary degree at 
Yale, University. [25] In the meantime, the aged mother of Massachusetts’ 
Governor PEABODY remained in the St. Augustine jail because of her refusal 
to obey a court order forbidding demonstrations after dark. V7hite seg¬ 
regationists Hoss f’lENUClf J.B. STONER' Connie LYNCH were in St. 
Augustine whipping up mobs of whites into a murderous fury. KING 
safely at Yale. 

KING'® American Committee for Africa sponsored and financed the 
American tour of communist terrorist Holden ROBERTO' leader of the war of 
national liberation in Angola, which began on March 15, 1961, and which 
still continues. A thousand Whited were murdered and dismembered and also 
about 8,000 Africans. [34] 

In October, 1962, KING rnet with communist Ahmed BEN BELLA of Algeria 
in a hotel in Harlem. [26] From the United States, BEN BELLA traveled 
to Cuba for conferences with Fidel CASTRO* 



In 1963, there were the explosive protests in Birmingham. [25] A 
bomb in a church, resulting in the deaths of four Negro girls, was attri¬ 
buted to white segregationists and the Ku Klux Klan. Possible. Equally 
possible is that it could have been the handiwork of agents provocateur. 
Remember Carl ERADEll’ '^^s indicted, tried, and convicted of conspir¬ 
ing with Negroes to bomb another Negro's house and place the blame on 
white segregationists. [40] 

On October 5, 1963, state and local police raided the offices of 
the Southern Converence Educational Fund in New Orleans. Quantities of 
communist literature were seized. Also seized were a check from James A. 
DOi'iBROWSKI n»ade out to, and endorsed by, Martin Luther KING' letters from 
Ring to DOMBI^OWSKI and the BRADENS' and a photograph of RiNG' DOMBROWSKI' 
and the BRADENS* photograph had been taken at an annual meeting of 

KING’® Southern Christian Leadership Conference. [27] 

KING '^as directly responsible for a Supreme Court ruling in 1964 in 
the case of New York Times vs SULLIVAN* The case revolved around a full- 
page ad placed in the Times by KING and other civil rights leaders. Many 
statements in the ad—charging that Negroes in Montgomery were being a- 
bused—proved false. SULLIVAN' a Montgomery city official, was subse¬ 
quently awarded a $500,000 libel judgment. The Supreme Court reversed 
the judgment, ruling that criticism of official conduct cannot be termed 
libelous without showing actual malice, which is knowledge that the state¬ 
ment was false or reckless disregard for whether or not it was false. [28] 

In 1964, there was the march from Selma to Montgomery. Who were the 
participants? An entry by Representative William DICKINSON the Con¬ 
gressional Record for March 30, 1965, will enlighten us. 

Mr* DICKINSON says there were four distinct groups participating in 
the march. "QnE GROUP WAS THE ALABAMA NeGRO WHO PARTICIPATED TO HELP 
SECURE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES V-^HICH HE FELT HAD BEEN WITHDRAWN FROM HIM 
ILLEGALLY^• A second group were the do-gooders from out-of-state, mo¬ 
tivated by compassion for their fellow human beings. He describes the 
third group as "hUMNA FLOTSAM! ADVENTURERS/ BEATNIKS/ PROSTITUTES/ AND 
SIMILAR RABBLE"* 

And what of the fourth group; the ones who welded the others to¬ 
gether and gave them cohesiveness? ^'Oio were they? In the words of 
Congressman DICKINSON: "tHE COMMUNIST PaRTY"* 

Look at the speakers on the platform in front of the State Capitol 
in Montgomery or participating prominently in the march or demonstrations: 

Carl BRADEN/ a well-known communist who was once convicted for con¬ 
spiring to bomb a Negro's house. 

Abner BERRY/ one of the directors of the Communist Party, was in 
and out of the Selma-Montgomery area. 

James PECK/ '^ho has a Federal criminal record, and who once tried to 
prevent the launching of our first nuclear submarine. 
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Bayard RUSTIN# who by his own admission in the Saturday Evening Post 
was a Communist Party organizer for 12 years. 

Martin Luther KING* himself, who has cunassed the staggering total of 
over 60 communist-front affiliations since 1955. [41] 

On page 6114 of the Congressional Record for March 30, 1965, there 
is inserted an affidavit, sworn to under oath, by Karl PRUSSIONf former 
counter-spy for the FBI. In the words of Mr. PRuSSIONs "I HEREBY ALSO 
STATE THAT MaRTIN LuTHER KING HAS EITHER BEEN A MEMBER OF/ OR WITTINGLY 
HAS ACCEPTED SUPPORT FROM/ OVER 60 COMMUNIST FRONTS/ INDIVIDUALS/ AND/OR 
ORGANIZATIONS/ WHICH GIVE AID TO OR ESPOUSE COMMUNIST CAUSES • 

In the New York World-Telegram for July 23, 1964, there is an article 
on page 2 in which KING says he is sick and tired of people saying the civil 
rights movement has been infiltrated by communists and communist sympathiz¬ 
ers. He said there were as memy communists in the freedom movement as 
there are Eskimos in Florida. 

In November, 1964, J. Edgar HOOVER/ Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, said KING was "tHE MOST NOTORIOUS LIAR IN THE UNITED 

States." 129] 

KING 93^ve both critics and admirers cause for serious concern in 
1965 when he began to talk about foreign policy. In September of that 
year, he called upon Arthur GOLDBERG* chief U.S. delegate to the United 
Nations, and urged the United States to press for a seat in the UN for 
Communist China. He also asked for a halt in American air strikes on 
North Vietnam and recommended negotiations with the Vietcong. [25] Has 
anyone ever heard of the Reverend KING calling on North Vietnam to halt 
its murder and terrorism in the South? 



In 1965, an organization known as the Citizens 
ty was founded. Respected Negro writer George S. SCHUYLER 
about that organization: "It’s OFFICERS INCLUDE THE SoVIET- 

REUTHER/ Martin Luther KING, Black Power promoter James 


Crusade Against Pover- 
had this to say 

RAINED Walter 
radical 




SOCIALIST 
SPOCK/ AND .. 
Pacific Ocean 


Michael HARRINGTON/ ADL's Dope SCHARY/ the Vietnik Dr. Benjamin 
a team of other sucy revolutionaries crimson enough to dye the 


a brilliant red. 


[30] 


Gus HALL/ Secretary of the Communist Party, USA, had this comment; 

"We are at a new stage in the struggle, because this is the crossroads 
V/HERE the civil rights struggle meets the class struggle • 1311 

In an interview on Meet The Press on March 28, 1965, KING said, "I 
DO THINK THAT THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF LAWS. ONE ISA JUST LAW, AND ONE IS 
AN UNJUST LAW. I THINK WE ALL HAVE MORAL OBLIGATIONS TO DISOBEY UNJUST 
laws"* [32] And who is to decide which laws are just and which are un¬ 
just? 


The riots in Chicago, which began on July 12, 1966, broke out just 
two day after KING held a mass civil rights rally in Chicago's Soldiers 
Field. The Chicago Tribune reported that prior to the riots KING had 
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shown films detailing the violence of Watts. Asked by the Tribune about 
this, KING replied that the films showing the Watts riot were to demon¬ 
strate the negative effects of riots. (Negative effects such as rioters 
carrying off color TV sets?) During the Chicago rioting, KING reportedly 
sped from one trouble spot to another, but reporters noted that he seldom 
got out of the car. [32] 

The Allen-Scott Report of July 1966 states that KING company were 

contacting and enlisting Chicago street gangs and "BRINGING THEM INTO THE 
CIVIL RIGHT MOVEMENT TO FIGHT THE 'POWER STRUCTURE'"- 

In a statement delivered April 4, 1967, KING called on Negroes and 
Whites to register tJieir opposition to the Vietnam War by becoming con¬ 
scientious objectors to military service. [28] 

On April 4, 1967, the Reverend Martin Luther KING rose to the speak¬ 
er's platform in New York City's Riverside Church and delivered what was 
later described by a presidential aide as a "a SPEECH ON VIETNAM THAT GOES 
RIGHT DOWN THE COMMIE LINE"- In this speech, KING lashed out at the 
United States, calling our nation "thE GREATEST PURVEYOR OF VIOLENCE IN 
THE WORLD TODAY • He charged the nation with "cRUEL MANIPULATION OF THE 
P00R''» and as if written by the Daily Worker, said that U.S. troops "MAY 

HAVE KILLED A MILLION SoUTH VIETNAMESE ClVILIANS—MOSTLY CHILDREN"- To 
this he added "wE TEST OUR LATEST WEAPONS ON THEM, JUST AS THE GERMANS 
TESTED OUT NEW MEDICINES AND NEW TORTURES IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS OF 

Europe," I32i 

On April 13, 1967, Michael LASKI , Chairman of the Communist Party, 

USA, (Marxist-Leninist), told a press conference in New York: "KING 
KNOWS what's going ON, He IS ALLOWING HIMSELF TO BE UTILIZED BY THE C0M“ 

tjuNisT Party. .KING willingly enters into an alliance with the Communist 

PARTY, .. .flR. KlNb RECEIVES FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM ORGANIZATIONS AND IN¬ 
DIVIDUALS THAT ARE TIED^TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY. He KNOWS WHAT IS HAPPEN¬ 
ING, AND SO DOES JaMES BEVEL," 133] 

James BEVEL just happened to be KING'S top aide in the Southern Christ¬ 
ian Leadership Conference. In July, 1967, BEVEL rnet with North Vietnamese 
and Vietcong officials in Stockholm, Sweden. [35] 

BEVEL’S wife, Dieuie, visited Hanoi in December 1966 and conferred 
with women in Ho Chi Minh's government. [35] 

One of the strongest statements from a fellow-clergyman came in April, 
1967, from the Reverend Henry MITCHELL- As reported by the Chicago Tri¬ 
bune: The leader of a group of West Side Negro ministers declared that 
the Reverend Martin Luther KING should "gET THE HELL OUT OF HERE"- His 
civil rights marching last summer "BROUGHT HATE"- 

The Chicago Tribune of June 30, 1967, reported: The Chicago chapter 
of the NAACP, lonq critical of the civil rights tactics of KING, had form¬ 
ally split with KING's group. 
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From August 29, to September 4, 1967, the National Conference for 
New Politics held a convention in Chicago. Every subversive organization 
was represented. A partial list of organizations which participated in¬ 
clude: 


Clergy and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam 
Draft Resistance Union 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 
W.E.B.Du Bois Clubs 
Revolutionary Action Movement 
Socialist Workers Party 
Progressive Labor Party 
Communist Party USA 

speech 
MEN ARE 
OUT OF 

THE WOMBS OF A FRAIL V/ORLD/ NEW SYSTEMS OF JUSTICE AND EQUALITY ARE 
BEING BORN. WE IN THE WEST MUST SUPPORT THESE REVOLUTIONSA MORBID 
FEAR OF COMMUNISM HAS MADE AMERICANS THE ARCH ANTI-REVOLUTIONARIES. 

This has driven amny to feel that only Marxism has the revolutionary 
SPIRIT. COMMUNISM IS A JUDGMENT OF OUR FAILURE. 

We have DELUDED OURSELVES INTO BELIEVING THE MYTH THAT CAPITALISM 
GREW AND PROSPERED OUT OF THE PROTESTANT ETHIC OF HARD WORK AND SACRI¬ 
FICES. The fact is that capitalism was built on the exploitation of 

BLACK SLAVES AND CONTINUES TO THRIVE ON THE EXPLOITATION OF THE POOR — 
BOTH BLACK AND WHITE. 

The way to end poverty is to end the exploitation of the poor and 

ENSURE them A FAIR SHARE OF THE GOVERNMENT S SERVICES AND THE NATION S 
NATURAL RESOURCES. WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THE PROBLEMS OF NEITHER RACIAL 
NOR ECONOMIC INJUSTICE CAN BE SOLVED WITHOUT A RADICAL REDISTRIBUTION OF 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC POWER." 1361 

Lenin, himself, couldn't improve on that speech. 

On September 21, 1967, KING was made an honorary lifetime member 
of ILWU Local 10 in San Fransicso. [371 The ILWU, of course, is the 
labor union which was expelled from the CIO when it was found that the 
ILWU was communist-dominated. The leader of the ILWU, Harry BRIDGES, is 
an identified communist, and was ordered deported from the United States 
because of his communist activities. The deportation order was over¬ 
ruled by the Supreme Court at the urging of Mrs. Franklin Delano ROOSE" 

VELT. 1381 

In November, 1967, KING was guest speaker at the National Labor 
Leadership Assembly for Peace in Chicago. In his speech, KING denounced 
the JOHNSON administration. [391 

If communist press reports have been accurate, the "left wing” of 
labor dominated the convention. The Worker of November 19, 1967, says 


The keynote speaker was Martin Luther KING* Part of his 

follows: "These are revolutionary times. All over the globe 

REVOLTING AGAINST OLD SYSTEMS OF EXPLOITATION AND OPPRESSION. 
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"this was the most significant anti-war gathering of labor leaders ever 

HELD IN this COUNTRY. ThE CONFERENCE RADIATED AWARENESS THAT HERE v;aS 
the FORCE CAPABLE OP MOBILIZING THE DECISIVE FACTOR OF THE PEOPLE^ THE 
WORKING CLASS/ AGAINST THE VIETNAM WaR • Communist Harry BRIDGES got a 
standing ovation when he addressed the closing session. 

If you will recall, the communists in the United States were a- 
gainst our willingness to enter VA'Jll when STALIN HITLER were allied 

and carving up Eastern Europe. U.S. communists, none more vociferous 
than Harry BRIDGES/ waved signs and placards saying "ThE YaNKS AREN't 
COMING • When HITLER turned against STALIN* the communists in the U.S. 
overnight became the most patriotic of Americans. Working hours were 
extended in order to get supplies and war materials to Russia as speedily 
as possible. If North Vietncun were to suddenly renounce communism, how 
many of the so-called Peace Leaders in this country would continue to 
clamor for peace? 

On March 5, 1968, the Honolulu Star Bulletin carried an article in 
which KING stated that "fLAME THROWERS IN VIETNAM ARE FANNING THE FLAMES 
IN THE CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

KING/ when planning a demonstration in Washington in April 1968, 
threatened to turn the nation's Capital into a shanty town unless his 
demands were met. KING'S plans for disrupting Washington and several 
other major cities were far more explosive than the details revealed in 
his public statements. In addition to recruiting thousands of the poor 
for his drive in Washington, he was organizing and training black mili¬ 
tants involved in 1967's riots for major roles in his massive campaign of 
civil disobedience. 

KING reavealed this and other details in a series of private confer¬ 
ences with Stokely CARHICHAEL/ the pro/CASTRO“PJ^o/Vietcong revolutionary, 
and other black militants. According to a government security agency's 
report, KING CARMICHAEL exchanged pledges of mutual support and co¬ 
operation in carrying out each other's plans. CARMICHAEL KING'S back¬ 
ing to "organize Washington" through his black united Front. In exchange, 
CAKFiICHAEL gave his support for KING'S massive program of "ciVIL DISOBEDI¬ 
ENCE" • CARMICHAEL also agreed to encourage his Black Powers supporters 
to work with KING to set up a nationwide coalition of poor, peace, student, 
and Black Power groups. 

At one point in their meeting, CARMICHAEL said that the time had come 
to begin disrupting American cities to "tO HELP OUR ViETCONG COMRADES-IN- 
ARMS"* king / while stressing that he was vigorously opposed to U.S. in¬ 
volvement in Vietnam, argued that if such an objective were announced for 
his campaign, it would backfire. KING seems to have taken no offense to 
CARMICHAEL'S reference to "qUR ViETCONG COMRADES"IN-ARMS"- 

To show CARI'IICHAEL his strategy, KING gave him a copy of his plans, 
including one to set up black militant organizations in five major cities. 
Prepared by the staff of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, the 
plan stated: 



(a) Selection of five cities in which their staff would train 
100 neighbor hood leaders. The suggested cities were Chicago/ Cleveland, 
St. Louis, Houston, and Atlanta. 

(b) Contacts would be made with the residents of the poor com¬ 
munity. Young men who were actively involved in 1967's riots would be 
sought out and trained as leaders. These leaders would be brought to a 
residential training center near the urban areas, but well outside city 
limits, to receive the basic training. 

KING also told CARilICHAEL^ "To dislocate the functioning of a city 

WITHOUT DESTROYIN’G IT CAN BE LONGER-LASTING, MORE COSTLY TO THE SOCIETY. 

It is more difficult for government to quell it by SUPERIOR FORCE, The 

DISRUPTION OF THE CITIES YOU WANT WILL COME MUCH EASIER"- During their 
jsrivate talks, KING neither asked for nor received a pledge from CAR_ 
I'lICHAEL that the black militants being organized in VJashington would re¬ 
frain from violence. In his conversations with other black militants, 
KING reported that ousted Congressman Adam Clayton POliELl,^ would play a 
major role in the coming Washington demonstrations. Klllb stated, "We 
ARE GOING TO MAKE HIS OUSTING FROM CONGRESS OWE OF THE MAJOR CIVIL RIGHTS 
BATTLES OF 1968." POVIELL stated, RETURN TO VIASHINGTON IN APRIL WILL 
HELP ROCK THE ENTIRE COUNTRY"- 142] 

Take a close look at this again: Stokely CARI'^ilCHAEL just re¬ 
turned to the United States after conferring with Fidel CASTRO- North 
Vietnamese officials, and communists in many countries in Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. 

James BEVEL' on the staff of the SCLC, which was drav/ing up the 
battle plans for the April demonstrations, conferred with North Viet¬ 
namese and Vietcong officials in Stockholm in July, 1967. 

Adam Clayton PO'x'ELL California where he attempted to organ¬ 

ize college students. 

This was the groundv/ork for a revolution, ladies and gentlemen. The 
only ones who could possibly have benefited from such a coalition v;ere 
the enemies of the United States. 

The record of Martin Luther KIllG strongly indicates he at the least 
was grossly irresponsible in learning the backgrounds of his associates 
and associations, or that he chose to use them for his own ends. In any 
event, the record of KING'S activities shows that he had a very vital 
lesson to learn. The only other conclusion that a reasonable person can 
come to is that Martin Luther KING covertly and consciously attempted to 
promote the cause of the Communist Party. 


(Ladies and Gentlemen: You've just heard the Martin Luther King 
Story. The question remains, is the Reverend Martin Luther King truly 
deserving of such reverence by this great nation? We leave it to you. 




the listening audience — and to you the American people — to decide 
A national holiday as a monument; or, a demanded disclusure of FBI in 
formation presently deemed "too sensitive for our national security?” 
Think it over...think it over...) 


20 July 1969 
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AJflLEGED ACCESS TO F^HLES 
'CT: >1^10 STATION KTRG^ 

^ HONOLULU. HAWAII.-. 


SYNOPSIS: 






In prior lillii llniiiiliilii, Hawaii, had allege^ aptioned 

radio station had been broadcasan^material concerning^^r^lingierJQng and 
claimed it was documented by ’’secret files of the FBI. ’’A^Mwasassured KTRG 
had no access to FBI files, and Honolulu Office was instruct^ to cont^t Statioi 
regardii^ this matter. > i 

interviewed and dei 

Station had claimed program contarined iiSormStion based on FBI files, 
furnished transcript and documentation listing sources of information. Documen¬ 
tation contained no references to FBI. 



Transcript reviewed and found to deal with career of King. It is 
highly critical and comments on background of several individuals associated with 
King. It concluded that King, at the least, should have learned about the back¬ 
grounds of his associates. It suggested that only other conclusion would be that 
King consciously tried to promote communism. 


At one point transcript stated, ’’FBI reports state that (Bayard) 
Rustin joined the Young Commimist League in 1936...." The documentation clearlj 
showed this information taken from the Allen-Scott Report of 8-16-63. At another 
point, there is a reference to Karl Prussion, described as a "former counter-spy 
for the FBI." There is a reference to the Director characterizing King as the most 
notorious liar in the United States. 


In the conclusion of the transcript, the announcer said, "A national 
holiday as a monument (to Martin Luther King); or a demanded disclusure of FBI 
information presently deemed 'too sensitive for our national security?'”. Dickinsoi 
stated that the latter reference regarding information "too sensitive for national 
security" was taken from a recent statement made by a Federal Judge in Houston, 
Texas, during the Cassius Clay S^i^tive Service trial, when contacts between Clay 
and King were injected into thei'^dW proceedir^s. The foregoing are the only 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure*' - ' Mr. SUllivan - Enclosure 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo 
ALLECiED ACCESS TO FBI FILES 

RECOMMENDATION: 


TTiat no further action be taken in this matter. 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo 
ALLEGED ACCESS TO FBI FILES 



DETAILS: 



onolulu, 

concerning 


By letter dated 7-20-69,i 

Hawaii, alleged captioned radio station had been broadcasting maleri 

Luther King and claiming it was documented by the "secret files of the FBI." 
fll^anted to know if K TRG h ad access to FBI files. In a letter over the Dlrector'i 
Signature dated 7-29-69, Af^was assured that KTRG was not getting information 
from the FBI. The Honol3^A)fflce was instructed to contact KTRG regarding 
this matter. 



On 8-4-69 advised that 

on 7-20-69 his Station presente^Map^commentary, "The Martin Luther King 
Story." Although the tape had beenprepared for release in 1968, it had been 
withheld because of King's death. ^H||H||||Vsaid that in view of recent efforts 
to establish a national holiday honoring King, the Station had decided to present 
this commentary exposing King. 




^^^^^^Bmphatically denied that the Station had alleged in any 
way that matem^^ffiis prc^ram was based upon access to FBI files. He made 
available a transcript of the program, together with an attached documentation 
of the information used. He said it was announced at the end of the program that 
copies were available for $.25. The documentation itself makes no references 
to FBI files. 




This transcript deals at some length with the career of King, 
beginning with the bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955. It is highly 
critical throughout and comments on the background of several individuals 
associated with King who were alleged to have either communist sympathies 
or criminal records. It touches on such matters as King’s recommendation 
that Red China be furnished a seat in the United Nations and attempts to show a 
relationship between King and Stokely Carmichael. The conclusion is drawn that 
King, at the least, "was grossly irresponsible in learning the backgrounds of his 
associates...." It suggested that the only other conclusion which could be drawn 
was that King "consciously attempted to promote the cause of" communism. 

References to FBI 


On Page 2 of this transcript it is stated, "FBI reports state that 
(Bayard) Rustin joined the Young Communist Lea^e in 1936...." The attached 
documentation clearly indicates that this information was based on the Allen-Scott 
Report of August 16, 1963. 


J' i' 
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On Pa^e 7, there Is a reference to an affidavit in the 
Congressional Record of Karl Pru'ssion, ”a former covmter-spy for the 
FBI. ” Also on Page 1, the Director is quoted as characterizing King 
as the most notorious iiar in the United States. 

On Page 12, the announcer states the audience must decide, 

"A national holiday as a monument (to Martin Luther King); or a demanded 
disclusure of FBI information presently deemed 'too sensitive for our national 
security?”*. Dickinson stated that the latter reference regarding information 
’loo sensitive for national security*’ was taken from a recent statement made 
by a Federal Judge in Houston, Texas, during the Cassius Clay Selective 
Service trial, when contacts between Clay and King were injected into the 
trial proceedings. 



There are no further references to the FBI in this transcript. 
OBSERVATIONS: 



It is noted that at no time was mention made thatai^ material 
in this progran^a^ased on secret FBI files as alleged by From the 

interview of flj^HHVand review of the attached transcript, i^^ears that 
fmisxmd^^^ffi^Wiat was actually broadcast. 
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C'^T* 


Dear 


£a reply to the Inquiry In your letter of August 11th, infor- 


7_ a!5 ToJeon _ 

_ DeLoach , 

_ _' Mohr- 

Biihop — 
, Caeper — 

Callahan 

Conrad_ 

/ PHI - 


mation concerning the alleged communist affiliations of Martin l^xther 
King, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order relative to all matters of a confidential ^ 
nature. I am sorry I cannot be of help in this Instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

J, Edg^ Hoove? 

NOTE: Based upon available Information, correspondent cannot be identified 
in Bufiles. 
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Mr J»S<lg».r HooTor 

Halted States Dept* of Justloe^ 

Washli\gtoix,D*C* 



3L-» 3-1/ " 

My Hr HooTsrj 

X eM writing to settle & natter that has heen causing ne oonsldaraMe 


oonoem« I ha-re teen hearing repeatedly that Martin Luther King was heyond douht 
effUlated or assoolated with the worlcs of the Coinnunlets party la these Uhlted 
®tates^ I would 112ce to loaow the truth end I know of no agency of gorernnent In 
hatter position to glwe ae the fleets. If permlssahle. 


If peiiitis8ahle,plea8e forward requested infomation and thank you so 
iwioh for your eoopex^tlon* 



Toledo,0hlo 436S0 
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See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 
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DATE: 6-24-69 
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tape RECORDINGS FURNISHED IfjpORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

y WEST HEMPSTEAD, NEW YORK HAFFg! . ^ 

Captioned individual has forwarded to the Director without cover - 
letter two tape recordings which have been reviewed in the Crime Research Section. 


One of these recordings is an excerpt from the President’s news 
conference on 6-19-69 in which a reporter asked if the Director enjoyed the 
President’s complete confidence and if any discussions had been had regarding 
’his tenure. '* The President replied that the Director did enjoy his complete 
confidence and there had been no discussions whatever regarding his tenure. The 
President said he also wanted to comment on the ’’controversy” on electronic 
surveillances which existed at the present time. He said he had checked personal!^ 
and found that these surveillances had always been approved by the Attorney Cin( 
General and this was in line with the testimony which the Director had given on ^ 
past occasions. ^ 


The second tape recording was an excerpt from a Columbia 
Broadcasting System news report in which former Attorney General Ramsey Clark 
was interviewed. It was on tins occasion that Clark mac^ his statement that he 
had denied the FBI authority to wire-tap Martin Luther King an d also stated that 
he felt the time had come when Mr. Hoover should retire. A transcript of this 
interview has been prepared and is attached herewith. U iCc) 

Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding^HBfWho has 
sent in several similar tape recordings in the past and has been furnished brief 
acknowledgements. 

iScORDED 

RECOMMENDATION: ^jyj^ 00 196§ 


That th^^ched letter of appreciation oVgT^ e r Dii ee t e y 
signature be sent i / 
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ALL INFORr.’ATION CONTAINED 

HEREii; IS unclassified 

BYy/VJ^/«C 


rNTERVIEW OF FORMER 
ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK 
ON COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM (CBS) 
NEWS REPORT 




Al^OUNCER: The two immediate successors to Robert Kennedy as Attorney 

General today defended the late senator in the wire tapping of 
the late Martin Luther King. Nicholas Katzenbach and Ramsey 
Clark disputed FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover’s reported 
version of how the wire tapping began. John Hart questioned 

I 

Clark. 

HART: Mr. Clark, do you think that Robert Kennedy authorized this? 

CLARK: There’s two questions really: did he authorize it and did he 

initiate it. The implication that he initiated it to me is both 
terribly unfair and deceptive. It’s unfair because both Bob 
Kennedy and Dr. King, who by implication is being put forth 
as perhaps a security risk, or at least is in contact with 
security risks, are both dead—both murdered in the service 
of humanity and unable to defend themselves. It's also 
deceptive because the implication that there was any reluctance 
by Mr. Hoover or the FBI to wire tap Dr. King is wrong. He 
repeatedly requested my au.hority to wire ^ap him while I was 
Attorney General and I repeatedly denied the authority. 



O- I 





) 


HART; 


CLARK; 


HART: 

CLARK: 


HART: 


CLARK: 


This raises again the whole question, don't you think, of 
the raw fQes of the FBI, what is in there, and the control 
over them, and also the control of Mr. Hoover? Does 
anybody control him, and what do you think should be done 
about those files ? 

Well, in a slightly different context, it certainly does raise 
the question of the FBI files. The FBI, to take parts of 
files, to select parts of files, to make a point that it’s 
interested in, is wrong, absolutely wrong, and impermissible. 

It ought to reveal the whole truth or it ought to remain silent. 

In a case like this, it perhaps shotild remain silent. 

You're speaking about them publishing the entire memoranda? 
'^11, perhaps more than a memoranda. There, you know, are 
many questions that have been raised in the public’s mind 
that are not answered by the statements that have been made. 
The only statements that have been made really are defensive 
of the FBI and not divulging of the truth. 

There are some people who are calling for Mr. Hoover’s 
resignation. Is that required, do you think? 

It’s.. .1 think Mr. Hoover has participated in the building of 
what has been a very great investigative agency. I think perhaps 
the time has come when he should retire both in the interest 
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of his ov.'H career, which has been distin^ished, and 
in the interest of the FBI, which has been a ^‘reat 
investigative agency. 
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UNITED STATES GO^ ^^NMENT 

Memorandum 


MR. W. C. SULLIVAN 
FROM MR. G. C. MDORE 
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SUBJECT MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITT MATTER - COhWUNIST 
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DATE: June 19, 1969 


■h 


Tolrcn 
LW..o: 3 < 
Mohr _ 




9is*iop - 
Ca?p«T , 


Colluhor. , 
Con rod _ 


Felt . 


Goif —- 


:o.e] 


TToJ?er . 


TFoom . 
Hol-.es , , 


^andy 


Pursuant to your Instructions, Information is set 
forth below regarding information furnished to former Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark regarding the conmunist affiliations of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 



1 


The documents involved were entitled, "Communist 
Influence in Racial Matters * A Current Analysis," and 
"Martin Luther King, Jr. • A Current Analysis." These 
docximents were furnished to Clark by cover letters dated 
April 10, 1967, and March 14, 1968, respectively. Copies 
of the documents and the cover letters are attached. 
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In view of the sensitive top 
, secret information contained 

1 - Mr. DeLoach | _ herein, former Attorney General’? 

1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan Clark's statement that Martin 

1 - Mr. Bishop Luther King could not be con- 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore / ^idered a security risk is most 

1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan (Attentip'A4\\«^ Rozamus) “*...“** 

I - Mr. GIm. difficult to 
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understand. 
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RE: BERNvRD S. LEE VS. CLAREI^CE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C,,D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LL»DERSH1? CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
VS, aA^ENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL fU.S.O.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL .'.CTION NUi-lBER 76-1186 
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The racial unrest in the United States is currently 
the target for a determined concentration of communist effort. 
Communists are using every means possible to divert the course 
and force of the unrest into support of communist objectives. 
Long-range communist strategy looks to the establishment of a 
Negro-labor coalition which the communists hope to be able to 
manipulate as a powerful political-action weapon. Using this 
weapon, they aim to provoke class struggle and promote legislatioi 
which can serve as a step toward a communist system of government, 

At first glance, the communist goal may seem unreal¬ 
istic. But it develops realistic potential when all aspects of 
current communist tactics being used in connection with the 
current racial situation are viewed in their totality. Moreover, 
it constitutes a national security problem in light of the fact 
that the individual playing a most dominant role as a leading 
spokesman for the estimated 22 million Negroes in this country 
has knowingly, willingly, and regularly cooperated with and taken 
guidance from communists. This ind.i vidual—Martin Luther King— 
has used the communists and, in turn, has been used by them in 
an alliance that could have serious consequences both for the 
Negro movement and this Nation. 

Hand in Hand 



In King’s rise to.national prominence since his leader¬ 
ship of the bus boycott by Negroes in Montgojuery, Alabama, in 
1956, he has been closely allied with communists. He has shown 
not only a willingness but even an eagerness to accept communist 
aid, to support communist causes, to associate and confer with 
prominent communist leaders, and to work closely with and rely 
upon the advice and guidance of dedicated communists with 
concealed affiliations, despite the fact that they have been 
identified reliably to him as such. 


Since 1956, communists close to King have blended their 


actions skillfully into his 


Leadershi 
approval, 


p Conference 

£>3 


(SCLC) 


organization, the Southern Christia 
, and have done so clearly with )iis 


n 


A Dedicated Communist 


One of the individuals, for example, who has greatly 
facilitated King*s rise to prominence is Stanley David Levison, 
Ostensibly only a New York City attorney and successful business¬ 
man who has been helping King, he also is a shrewd,dedicated 
communist and is known as such by King* 



Alliance with King 


Levison gravitated to Martin Luther King^s organization 
in 1956 and applied equal dedication in support of King’s 
activities. He quickly developed a close personal relationship 
with King. By 1958, he was referred to as King’s ’’Assistant 
Chief” and was described as a real-estate man who spent half his 
time hf^lping King. In 1961, he was Assistant Treasurer of the 
SCLC.^’ 




In his support of King’s activities since 1956, Levison 
has expended prodigious efforts in King’s behalf. He has actively 
involved himself in fund-raising drives for King, served as his 
legal counsel in certain matters, suggested speech material for 
him, discussed with King demonstrations in which King was 
involved, guided him in regard to acceptance or rejection of 
various public appearances and speaking commitments, and helped 
him with matters related to articles and books King has prepared. 
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"The Time Is Now" 


Levison's importance to King as an advisor was 
demonstrated in the evolvement of plans that led to the March 
on Washington in August, 1963. Originally Negro leaders, 
principally A. Philip Randolph, President of the Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters and bead of the Negro American Labor 
Council, had proposed a march on the Nation's Capital sometime 
in the Fall of 1963. Subsequently, after consulting with 
Levison, who agreed that "the time is now," Martin Luther King 
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Negro leaders in backing King's proposal for an earlier march— 
a move that put King squarely in the forefront of the events as 
they developed, 


Financial Support 




Part of King's great dependence on Stanley Levison is 
attributable to the money Levison has furnished him, James R, 
Wood, who worked for the SCLC as Public Relations Director from 
1960 until he resigned in 1962, has advised that during that 
period Levison acted primarily as King's business manager and 
donated large sums of money to him when funds were low. He said 
Levison was very close to King, had his confidence completely, 
and was one of the few people who could get King alone, give him 
advice, and always have it accepted. 


King ~ Levison Contacts Guarded 


Although King has attempted to maintain covert his 
association with Levison and keep to a bare minimum personal 
meetings between the two, such meetings have been observed. On 
November 20, 1963, King met personally with Levison at the 




ivennt^ay. xnT.ei'iiationaJ. Hxrporx > new lorK dxy* 

The site was a room registered in the name, of one of King's 
assistants. King and Levison again personally met in New York Cit 
on January 8 and February 7, 1964, During the period March 9-10, 
1964, Levison spent considerable time In the Atlanta, Georgia, 
offices of the SCLC, King was occupied in these offices during 
the same period. The evening of March 9, 1964, witnessed Levison 
dining at the King residence. One of the purposes of these 
March, 1964, visits with King was a discussion as to whether 


D'Ay dil. \x y('Az> \,\j ut? ixxi. tru uy viic < 


, Since April, 1964, Levi.son's contacts with King have 
been handled through an intermediary, Clarence Jones, who is also 
a frequent advisor to King, Jones is General Counsel for the 
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Gandhi Society for Human Rigiits, a fund-raising adjunct of the^ 
SCLC* During the mid-l9i>o’s, Jones held a position of leader¬ 
ship in the Labor Youth League, an organization which has been 
designated as subversive pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 
Levison met with Jones on several occasions in the Spring and 
Summer of 1964, Jones in discussing Levison with King, usually 
refers to Levison as "our friend.** On September 29, 1964, 

Jones again met with Levison at the latter*s office. The 
subject was business relating to the SCLC. On October 30, 1964, 
plans were underway for a personal meeting of King and Jones 
with Levison which was to take place in Atlanta, Georgia, In 
preparation for this meeting, Jones told King to think about 
what role Levison could play in the future, adding that Levison 
had been helpful in the past. On November 24, 1964, King 
contacted Jones and asked that Jones and Levison, among others, 
submit five-minute speeches which King could use in accepting 
the Nobel Peace Prize, King would select the best material 
from these speeches, /yj 


Hunter Pitts O’Dell 



connection with O’Dell’s gravitation to King’s movement. Early 
in 1960, it was learned that efforts were being made by the 
Party to get O’Dell into a special type of activity. About the 
same time, a Party official stated that the Party was in a 
position to place people in Martin Luther King’s organization, 
the SCLC. Subsequently, in 1961, O'Dell was made administrator 
of the SCLC’s New York office. In addition, two other Party 
members, Hazel Gray and Loretta Pauker, worked there under O'Dell 
at one time or another. 


Activities Blended 


The operations of the SCLO's New York office illustrate 
how communists blended their activities into support of King. A 
major function of the office is the solicitation of funds for 
King through letters mailed out over his signature. It appears, 
for example, that the mailing list for one such solicitation was 
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that used by the publishers of the "National Guardian,” a 
weekly publication which has.been cited as "a virtual official 
propaganda arm of Soviet Russia.” 



0*Dell*s Exposure 


An opportunity for the communists to put O’Dell 
directly on the scene permanently in regard to the voter 
registration drive arose in June, 1962, when King mentioned to 
Levison that he was thinking of adding an administrative 
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assistant to his staff". Lexison recommended 0*Dell, who was 
still serving; as head of the SCLC's New York office, and King 
said he liked the idea. It is clear that, at the tinj^ King 
was well aware of O’Dell's communist affiliations. 



Subsequent to Levison's proposal, O’Dell went to 
Atlanta to work for the SCLC and used the name J. H. O'Dell. 
But in October, 1962, several newspaper articles exposed his^ 
connection with the SCLC and his conununist affiliations, 


King’s Reaction 


King reacted by trying to minimize O’Dell’s role 
with the SCLC. He said most of O’Dell’s work had been in the 
North and simply involved mailing procedures. He also tried 
to imply ignorance of any communist affiliations on the part 
of O’Dell and stated that O’Dell had temporarily resigned 
pending an SCLC inquiry into the matter. 



O'Dell’s "temporary resignation" consisted of his 
return to New York, where he continued to operate out of the 
SCLC’s office. He remained there until July, 1963, when King 
advised him his "temporary resignation" was being made permanent, 
not, as King put it, because the SCLC inquiry had disclosed any 
present connections between O’Dell and the CPUSA but because of 
the emotional public response. 


Reluctant Action 


Yet it is known that, prior to his action in making 
O’Dell’s resignation permanent, King not only had indicated 
he knew of O’Dell’s communist affiliations but actually had 
received information on two separate occasions from unimpeach¬ 
able sources that O’Dell was definitely a communist. In fact, 
it can be said that King took action on O’Dell reluctantly and 
only after being urged to do so most urgently and emphatically 
by high level and again, unimpeachable authority. In addition, 
even after O’Dell's"permanent resignation" was accepted, he is 
known to have transacted business for the SCLC later the same 
month and there is evidence that King continues to rely on O’Dell 
for assistance. In February, 1964, King accepted as a "wonderful 
suggestion" a proposal by O’Dell that O’Dell prepare a letter to 
be distributed over King’s signature relating to King’s appoint¬ 
ment as chairman of an ad hoc committee to defend a group of 
integration leaders who were under indictment by the Justice 
Department for having perjured themselves before a Federal 
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Grand Jury. O'Dell furnished Kihg with a draft of tho 
proposed letter which was then prepared in the Spring of 
1964 for mass distribution on SCLC stationery and bore 
the purported signature of King. 

O'Dell has continued his efforts to make his 
presence felt in the civil rights movement in behalf of the 
CPUSA. The Winter 1967 issue of "Freedomways,” self- 
described as a review of the Negro freedom movement, lists 
J. H, O'Dell as Associate Managing Editor. Actually, 
"Freedomways" is a CPUSA initiated and supported publication 
espousing the communist viewpoint of Negro problems. 



The Second Factor 



Bayard Rustin 


Another of King's key advisors is Bayard Rustin 















Communist Affiliations Ignored 


?ocmed to be more concerned about Rustin's 

:han his prior communist affiliations 
rstin had publicly admitted affiliation with the communist 
movement In the late 1930^. He ha d also nnhliclv suppo rted 
vari ous co mmunist ca usey 

_ For a number of years Rustin maintained 

contact with the Party's National Secretary, Benjamin J. Davii 
who died on August 22, 1964. During 1963 Rustin frequently 
conferred with Davis and took the position that he did not 
care who knew it. 


Rustin's Influence on King 


Rustin was extremely active on King's behalf in 
connection with King's receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize which 
was awarded him on December 10, 1964, at Oslo, Norway. He 
■arranged a numbex' of affairs to honor King after his receipt 
of the award and made a trip to England for that purpose, 
Rustin was assisted in that endeavor by Saul Mills, who 
was a member of the CPUSA in the early 1940's. While Rustin 
holds no official office in SCLC, as late as October 13, 

1966, he attended a leadership conference of SCLC in Atlanta, 
Georgia, to determine what King's position should be on the 
"Black Power" issue, Rustin remains a part of the inner 
circle of communist advisors to King. 

Advisory Committee Established for King 


On June 22, 1964, an advisory or research committee, 
formed with the approval of King, scheduled its first meeting. 
This Committee was formed for the purpose of writing King's 
soeeches and guiding his actions. Among members of the group 
were Lawrence Reddick, Bayard Rustin, Clarence Jones and 
Harry Wachtol. The scene of the meeting was V.’achtel's office 
on the fifth floor at 575 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

King and Rustin were among those observed arriving at this 
initial meeting. Reddick was a former member of the CPUSA who 
as recently as January 18, 1964, visited with Benjamin J, Davi 
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then* the Party^s National Seci*etary, Ytachtel is the 
Executive Vice President of the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, 



King*s Attraction for Communist Advisors 


Two previous aides of King are Cordy T. Vivian, 
who served as Director of Affiliates of the SCLC, and 
Randolph Blackwell, who acted as SCLC Program Coordinator. 
Both these individuals are former members of the CPUSA. 

King’s ’’Ghost Writers” 


During the latter part of 1963 and early 1964, 

King frequently conferred with Levison and Jones concerning 
a book which was being written by King. Both Levison and 
Jones were consulted on a number of occasions regarding the 
content of this book and actively participated in negotiations 
with the publishers regarding the book. This book, which 
was entitled "Why We Can’t Wait” was published in June, 1964. 

In the Summer of 1964, King began negotiations with 
"The Saturday Evening Post” concerning the publication of an 
article which would carry King as the author, Rustin told 
a group of associates that the article was, in fact, written 
by Jones, and King did not even read the article before 
giving the "Post” permission to go ahead with its publication. 
This article, entitled "Negroes Are Not Moving Too Fast" 
appeared in the November 7, 1964, issue of the "Post," In 
November, 1964, Wachtcl wrote an article for King entitled 
"Looking Ahead" which was to be turned over to the "New York 
Herald Tribune" by Wachtel after receiving King’s approval. 

King is currently preparing for publication and 
release in the Spring of 1967 a book to be entitled "Where Do 
We Go From Hero?” This book will set out King's proposed 
course of action for the civil rights movement. Interestingly, 
Stanley David Levison has written the key chapter which will 
bear the same caption as the book title. 
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Role as a Peacemaker 









On August 12, 1965, Martin Luther King, Jr., announced 
publicly that ho would appeal personally to President Ho Chi Minh 
of North Vietnam to join a conference to end the Vietnam Vfar. He 
Said he would also send letters to leaders of South Vietnam, the 
Soviet Union, and the United States in this regai*d. 

This move on the part of King was engineered by 
Bayard Rustin and Harry Wachtel, In early August they met and 
discussed how to inject King into the Vietnam issue. It was 
decided to have King write these world leaders utilizing King’s 
prestige as a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, This action,they 
felt, wovild cast an image of King as a great moral leader and 
extend his influence beyond the civil rights movement. 


Subsequently, a leading newspaper sent King 12 questions 
to answer whi^ would clarify his position on Vietnam. Upon 
receipt of t^se questions. King referred them to Stanley Levison 
to answer r 

Because of the unfavorable public reaction to King's 
announcement, a conference with his top advisors was hold in 
early September, 1965, at which time it was decided that King 
would avoid the Vietnam issue. Bayard Rustin, Stanley Levison, 
Harry Wachtel, ^.nd Clarence Jones were in attendance - at this 
conference, 


Admiration 


tei, anc 
L^t 


In early 1966, King was lamenting to Harry Wachtel 
about a nationally-known figure, who at one time was a heavy 
contributor to and admirer of King; but, was displeased because 
of King's stand on Vietnam. V/achtel reminded King, "When we went 
into this Vietnam thing, we decided that he who controls the purse 
strings doesn't control our philosophy," 

Continued Pressure by Press 


After the resumption of bombing of North Vietnam in 
February, 1966, King conferred with Stanley Levison and Bayard 
Rustin concerning a statement for the press. King informed them 
that the press had been bothering him for a statement, but he 
dared not take any action until he discussed the matter with them. 

It was agreed that King would say he was deeply impressed by the 
large number of Senators who called for a cessation of the bomoings. 
Levison reiterated that King should point out how much opposition 
there is to the bombings. -fSn 
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Anti-Vietnam War Resolution 

Uiaroi was the scene of the SouthemChristian Leadership 
Conference executive board meeting in the Spring, 1968. During 
this two-day conference, the sessions ran into the early morning 
hours attempting to draft a resolution on the Vietnam War. While 
there appeared to be general agreement, Stanley Levison and Harry 
Wachtel continued to argue for a stronger resolution than was 
presented. They wanted a resolution that would condemn participatlo: 
by United States troops in Vietnam, The conference finally 
adopted a resolution calling on the Government to desist aiding 
the military Junta in Vietnam and to seriously consider a prompt 
withdrawal. 

"Face the Nation ” 

In May, 1966, King was extended an invitation to appear 
on the Columbia Broadcasting System’s program "Face the Nation," 
Prior to this appearance. King sought the advice of Stanley 
Levison and Clarence Jones. King wanted their thinking on the more 
important questions he might be asked. Levison noted the 
possibility that King might be questioned on the Vietnam War. 

Jones advised King to use the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference resolution on Vietnam as his text. Levison suggested 
that King should also point out bow unfair It was that Negroes 
were shouldering a heavier burden in the War and that more Negroes 
were in combat than other Americans. 

When King appeared on the program, he suggested the 
United States stop bombing North Vietnam, negotiate with the 
Viet Cong, and recognize Red China. 

Senate Hearings 

Prior to his appearance before a Senate Sub-Committee 
hearing on urban affairs in December, 196S, King contacted 
Levison for counsel concerning his testimony. During this 
discussion, it was agreed that King must reiterate during his 
testimony that the war in Vietnam is standing in the way of the 
implementation of any of his civil rights projects and an open 
invitation to confusion, chaos, disruptions, and riots. 

During his subsequent testimony before this committee 
he spoke critically of the war in Vietnam along these lines. 


1 
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' The Nation” Symposium 

In late February, 1967, King spoke before a symposium 
sponsored by "The Nation" magazine concerning the problems of 
redirecting "American Power." After this speech in which King 
was highly critical of the United States involvement in 
Vietnam, Levison congratulated him. Levison was pleased with 
the publicity King’s speech received commenting that King’s 
appearance on a panel with four United States Senators was the 
appropriate occasion for him to express his antiwar sentiments. 

V 

Riverside Church Speech 


In early April, 1967, King accepted an invitation to 
speak before the group, "Clergy and Laymen Concerned About 
Vietnam," This is an interdenominational committee formed to 
mobilize religious opinion against the War, 

Prior to this speech. King and Andrew Young, Executive 
Director of SouthernChristian Leadership Conference, spent 
approximately eight hours in conference with King's top 
advisors in New York, New York. Stanley Levison and Harry 
Wachtel were present at this conference. 

Later that same day. King spoke at the Riverside 
Church, New York, New York, before this group, at which time 
ho was highly critical of the United States involvement in 
the Vietnam War. He proposed a five-step process to extricate 
the United States from this conflict. Comments in the news 
media coverage of King's remarks pointed out that the five 
points are similar in concept to the conditions imposed by 
North Vietnam as a prerequisite to negotiations. It is 
interesting to note that King's proposals parallel the propa¬ 
ganda line which the Communist Party, USA, has been projecting 
regarding the war in Vietnam. 

Spring Mobilization 


At a conference in the Fall of 1966 of the Peace 
Mobilization Committee, it was tenatively decided to hold a 
massive peace demonstration on April 15, 1967, in New York City 
and San Francisco, California. Of the one hundred and seventeen 
individuals in attendance, seventy-five were members of the 
Socialist Workers Party or its youth group, the Young Socialist 
Alliance. The Communist Party was represented by Arnold 
Johnson and James West, both of whom are members of the Communist 
Party, USA, National Committee, 
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This group subsequently changed its name to Spring 
Uobllization Committee to End the War in Vietnam. Reverend 
James Bevel, on leave from Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, was appointed Executive Director of this Committee. 

King has agreed to be the keynote speaker at 
New York City on April 15, 1967. His wife is scheduled to be 
one of the speakers at San Francisco on the same date. These 
demonstrations are to culminate In these two cities and the 
organizers claim they will have over 100,000 in attendance at 
each location. 

Communist Party. USA, Objectives 

For years, the Communist Party, USA, leadership has 
attempted to create opposition to the war in Vietnam and thereby 
influence the United States Government either to withdraw its 
troops from Vietnam or to participate in premature negotiations 
to end the War, The communists hope, of course, that either 
action would result in a communist victory in Vietnam. 

The most important tactic they have utilized to create 
opposition to the War is the instigation or support of various 
types of demonstrations in behalf of peace. 

A major objective, therefore, is to merge the civil 
rights struggle with the peace issue under communist domination 
forming a massive movement which would be able to dominate 
governmental policies. 

Conclusions 

It is evident from the facts presented that Martin Luther 
King constitutes a security problem to this Nation. It Is equally 
evident that the Negro people, some 22 million strong, are not 
aware either of King*s security liability or of his personal 
debauchery. If they were aware, it is not likely that they would 
be giving to him the support that he now has. At this time, the 
ovei'whelming majority of the Negro people have successfully 
resisted communism and this is to their distinct credit. Under 
King's leadership, will this condition be changed? King has been 
guided more and more toward a procommunist position and has now 
firmly adopted a position which undermines United States policy. 
Although he alleges this is a moral position arrived at because 
of his religious motivations, his background and conduct do 
not lend credence to any claim that he is guided by moral 
convictions. 


I 
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Since 1956, Martin Luther King, Jr., has occupied a 
prominent role in the drive for equal rights for Negroes in the 
United States. During this critical period in our Nation's 
history, much has depended on him as the individual Negroes in 
great numbers have looked to for leadership in their drive to 
achieve equality. Much depends on him still in these times 
vhen racial tensions have created an atmosphere of fear and 
foreboding among many Negroes and whites alike. The course 
King chooses to follow at this critical time could have 
momentous impact on the future of race relations in the 
United States, and for that reason this paper has been prepared 
to give some insight into the nature of the man himself as 
well as the nature of his views, goals, objectives, tactics 
and the reasons therefor, 

W ashington Spring Proiect 

Martin Luther King, Jr., President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), has stated publicly 
that he and 3,000 of his followers will march on Washington, D. C., 
this spring. He has announced that he will lead a massive 
civil disobedience campaign that will disrupt the normal 
course of business and, in fact, close down the Nation's 
Capital. He originally announced this project on August 15, 

1967, in Atlanta, Georgia, on the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of the SCLC. 

King predicted that this massive civil disobedience 
will be more effective than riots. Concerning civil disobedience, 
King declared, "To dislocate the function of a city without 
destroying it can be more effective than a riot, because it 
can be longer lasting, costly to society, but not wantonly 
destructive." 
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King has referred to this campaign as the "Washington 
Spring Project" and the "Poor People's March," which is 
reportedly being staged to pressure Congress into passing 
legislation favorable to the Negro. It is King’s contention 
that the Government of the United States does not move until 
it is confronted dramatically. To add to the dramatic 
confrontation, King has boasted he and his entourage are 
coming to Washington to stay; that his followers will conduct 
sit-ins, camp-ins, and sleep-ins at every Government facility 
available including the lawn of the White House, He has 
bragged that he will fill up the jails of Washington and 
surrounding towns. 

Black Nationalist Terror 

One serious danger in the confrontation lies in the 
proposed action of the black nationalist groups which plan to 
attempt to seize the initiative and escalate the nonviolent 
demonstrations into violence. 

King has met with black nationalists and attempted 
to solicit their support, Stokely Carmichael of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), an extremist Black 
Nationalist organization, has conferred with King, Carmichael 
endorses the objectives of King and advises he will not oppose 
or interfere with the "Washington Spring Project's" plans for 
nonviolence. Hov;ever, he also states his role will be governed 
by what SNCC decides. 

King is aware of the possibility of violence because 
one of his aides proclaimed recently to the press,"Jail will 
be the safest place in Washington this spring," However, in 
spite of this potentially explosive situation. King continues 
his plans. He adroitly uses this possibility as a lever to 
attempt to pressure Congress into action by warning that the 
"Washington Spring Project" may be the last chance in this 
country for peaceful change with respect to civil rights 
needs. 
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Strong Communist Influence 



Another complicating factor in the picture is the 
degree of communist influence on King. One of King’s 
principal advisors is Stanley David Levison. Ostensibly 
only a New York. City attorney and businessman, Levison is, 
in fact, a shrewd, dedicated communist. Levison has spent 
the major part of his life advancing communist interests 



Levison gravitated to Martin Luther King, Jr., in 
1956. He has been as dedicated in his support of King as he 
has been in advancing communist goals. He has actively 
involved himself in fund-raising drives for King, served as 
his legal counsel in certain matters, suggested speech 
material for him, discussed with King demonstrations in 
which King was involved, guided him in regard to acceptance 
or rejection of various public appearances and speaking 
commitments, and helped him with matters related to articles 
and books King has prepared. 


Levison edited most of the chapters of King’s new 
book entitled ’’Where Do We Go From Here; Chaos Or Community?" 
Levison wrote one chapter of this book and the publisher’s 
representative complained to King and Levison that it was 
obvious certain sections of the book were written by different 
individuals. 


Stanley Levison has told Clarence Jones, another 
advisor to King, that under no circumstances should King be 
permitted to say anything without their approving it. Levison 
also infoiTTied Jones that King is such a slow thinker he is 
usually not prepared to make statements without help from 
someone. Levison is actively participating in the planning 
for King's "Washington Spring Project. 

Explosive Situation 

The combined forces of the communist influence and 
the black nationalists advocating violence give the "Washington 
Spring Project" a potential for an extremely explosive situation. 
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II. FOrvllATION OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFEKENCE 


Background of Founder 

Martin Luther King, Jr*, was born January 15, 1929, 
at Atlanta, Georgia, His name at birth was Michael Luther 
King, Jr, In 1935, his first name was changed to Martin, 

King received an A,B, degree in 1948 from Morehouse College, 
Atlanta, Georgia, He then entered Crozer Theological 
Seminary, Chester, Pennsylvania, where he was one of six 
Negroes among 100 students. He won the Plafker Award as 
the most outstanding student, was President of the Senior 
Class, and received the J, Lewis Crozer Fellowship for 
graduate study at the university of his choice. King 
graduated from Crozer Theological Seminary with a Bachelor 
of Divinity degree in 1951 and did graduate work at Boston 
University, Boston, Massachusetts, where he secured a Ph„D, 
degree in 1955, 

Upon graduation, he was offered the pastorate of 
two Baptist churches in the East and teaching posts in three 
colleges. King chose the pastorate at the Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church in Montgomery, Alabama, After becoming established in 
his church, he founded the Montgomery Improvement Association 
and led local Negroes in the Montgomery Bus Boycott that 
attracted national attention. In March of 1957, he 
founded the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
with himself as President, He still holds that position 
today. He is also co-pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 

Subversives Attracted 

Stanley Levison was attracted to King and SCLC when 
King gained national attention, Levison soon developed a 
close relationship with King and v/as known in King's group as 
"Assistant Chief," In 1961, he was assistant treasurer of 
SCLC, 



Through Levison's influence, other subversives were 
attracted to SCLC, Hunter Pitts O’Dell, former National 
Committee member of the CPUSA, was employed by SCLC, In 1962 
when King mentioned to Levison that he was thinking of adding 
an administrative assistant to his staff, Levison recommended 
O'Dell, who was then head of SCLC's New York Office* King 
said he liked the idea* At the time, King was well aware of 
Levison's and O'Dell's communist affiliations 


Communis 1 


King was forced to get rid of Hunter Pitts O'Dell 
in October, 1962, when several newspaper articles exposed 
O'Dell's connection with SCLC and his conimunist affiliations 


King stilX trii 
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July, 1963, when he accepted O'Dell's "resignation," As 
King put it, O'Dell's release was not because of connections 
between O'Dell and the CPUSA but because of the emotional 
public response. 








presence felt in the civil rights movement in behalf of the 
CPUSA. The Winter, 1967, issue of "Freedomways," self- 
described as a review of the Negro freedom movement, lists 
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is a CPUSA-initiated and CPUSA-supported publication 
espousing the communist viewpoint of Negro problems. 
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On February 23, 1968, King was the guest speaker 
at a rally of more than one thousand people at Carnegie Hall, 
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i^ew xorK, 


sponsurea by “Freedoinv/a/s," i:elebiratiiig the 


100th anniversary of the birth of W.E.B. DuBois, famous 
Negro civil rights crusader who joined the Communist Party 
at age 93. Jack O’Dell, the popular n<. me used by Hunter Pitts 




u-oeii., was also iisuea as one oi me speaKers ac mis arrair. 


On the following day, Stanley Levison confided to 
Clarence Jones that King performed very badly at the 
“Freedomways” rally. Ke commented: "King has never read 
anything as badly,” and, ”as though he did not understand 
what he was reading. 

Funner Communist Advisors 


Bayard Rustin is a former advisor to King and a one¬ 


time assistant secretary of the SCLC. Rustin has publicly 



On June 22, 196A, an advisory and research committee 
was formed, with King's approval, for the purpose of writing 








King's speeches and guiding his actions# Among the members 
of the group were Lawrence Reddick, Bayard Rustin, Clarence 
Jones and Harry Wachtel* 



In addition to being on the Advisory Committee, 
Clarence Jones, a Negro attorney, is also General Counselor 
for the Gandhi Society for Human Rights a fund-raising 
adjunct of the SCLC# 


Prior to October, 1966, King attempted to hide his 
association with Stanley Levison and used Jones as the 
intermediary# During the mld-1950’s, Jones held a position 
of leadership in the Labor Youth League, an organization 
which has been designated as subversive pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450# 


Clarence Jones married Anne Aston Warder Norton 
on June 3, 1956# She is the daughter of deceased publisher 
William H# Norton# Between 1947 and 1950 she was identified 
as a Communist Party club member at Sarah Lawrence College# 

In the early 1950's she was also active in the Labor Youth 
League# On April 5, 1955, she was observed as the driver of 
a station wagon which was used to transport Communist Party 
underground leaders in connection with an official Communist 
Party meeting# In 1956, she was described by a self-admitted 
communist as a "hard-core communist#" 

King Wins Nobel Peace Prize 

In October, 1964, it was announced that King, a 
35-year~old Baptist minister, was being awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize# On November 24, 1964, King contacted Jones and 
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asked that Jones and Levison, among others, submit five-minute 
speeches vhich King could use in accepting the Nobel Peace 
Prize. King would select the best material from these speeches. 


King's Attraction for Communist Advisors 




Two previous aides of King were Cordy T. Vivian, who 
formerly served as Director of Affiliates of the SCLC, and 
Randolph Blackwell, who £.t one time acted as SCLC Program 
Coordinator. Both of these individuals are former members 
of the CPUSA. 

During the early stages of development and formation 
of the SCLC, the following eight individuals helped shape and 
mold the policies of this organization, and, as noted, all have/ 
had communist affiliations: / 


Stanley David Levi son 
Clarence Jones 
Harry Wachtel 
Cordy T. Vivian 
Randolph Blackwell 
Hunter Pitts O'Dell 
Lawrence Reddick 
Bayard Rustin 


"Assistant Chief" 
Advisory Committee 
Advisory Committee 
Director of Affiliates 
Program Coordinator 
Administrative Assistant 
Advisory Committee 
Advisory Committee 


Of these, Levison, Jones, and Wachtel continued to 
exert strong influence on King and the SCLC. In addition, at 
the tenth anniversary convention of SCLC at Atlanta, Georgia, 
on August 14, 1967,^^rochure listed L. D. Reddick as 
historian of SCIC .6^ 


III. COMMUNIST OBJECTIVES 

During the early 1960's, the CPUSA was striving 
to obtain a Negro-labor coalition to achieve its goals in 
this country. At that time, the CPUSA "Party Line" was: 

"Big business attacks on the rights of labor are continuing. 

In order to defeat this offensive, organized labor, assisted 
by communists, must launch a ccuntercrusade, which can 
succeed only if it is based on the united action of the entire 
trade-union movement." 
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Also, communists had recognized the error of 
their ways by proclaiming that the communist program for 
"self-determination" of the Negro in the "Black Belt" area 
of the South had been discarded. The new policy was to 
seek complete economic, political, and social equality for 
the Negro with all other American citizens. In a May, 1961, 
issue, the communist newspaper, "The Workeri' stated, 
"Communists will do their utmost to strengthen and unite 
the Negro movement and bring to it the backing of the 
working people," 

Martin Luther King, Jr., and his organization 
were made to order to achieve these objectives. King and 
his group were demonstrating and conducting voter-registration 
campaigns to align the Negro movement solidly behind King. 

The Peace Issue Appears 

This activity continued with much fanfare until 
the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by the Congress. 
This was the most far-reaching civil rights act passed 
since the reconstruction era. Now it was no longer newsworthy 
to demonstrate for Negro rights. The passage of this Act 
was one factor that took King off the front pages of the 
daily newspapers. 

The second factor that had a bearing on King's 
lack of publicity and change of policy was the Gulf of 
Tonkin incident on August 2, 1964. Because of this, the 
United States took a more active role in the Vietnam War. 

The CPUSA then started to demand through its propaganda 
machine that the escalation of the war in Vietnam be 
stopped. The activities in Vietnam were now more important 
news than was the Negro freedom movement. 

The CPUSA also realized that even though the 
peace issue was of primary importance, a secondary issue 
not to be forgotten was the freedom movement. Abandoning 
its previous efforts to form a Negro-labor coalition, 
the CPUSA now started touting a Negro-peace coalition that 
would form a massive movemenu to force the United States 
Govei'nment to change its foreign and domestic policies. 
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"The V7orker," in April, 1965, claimed that this 
coalition was starting to form when it stated, "The civil 
rights movement was coming to see the identity of interests 
of the Negro people's freedom movement with the anti- 
imperialist objective of ending the neo-colonialist war 
of the United States against the people of Vietnam," 

IV. THE EMERGENCE OF THE PEACE ISSUE IN KING'S GROUP 


Role as a Peacemaker 


King and his aides helped form this coalition 
of "peace" and "freedom" groups. They saw an opportunity 
to again propel King into the international spotlight by 
proposing he make peace in Vietnam, 


On August 12, 1965, King announced publicly that 
he would appeal personally to President Ho Chi Minh of 
North Vietnam to join a conference to end the Vietnam war. 

He said he W’ould also send letters to leaders of South Vietnam, 
the Soviet Union, and the United States in this regard. 


This move on the part of King was engineered by 
Bayard Rustin and Harry V/achtel, In early August they met and 
discussed how to inject King into the Vietnam issue. It was 
decided to have King write these world leaders utilizing King's 
prestige as a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, This action, 
they felt, would cast an image of King as a great moral leader 
and extend his influence beyond the civil rights movement 


Subsequently, a leading newspaper sent King 12 
■questions to answer which would clarify his position on Vietnam, 
Upon receipt of these^^juestions. King referred them to Stanley 
Levison to answer. 


lese ffue 

1 ^ 


Because of the unfavorable public .reaction to 
King's announcement, a conference with his top advisors was 
held in early September, 1965, at which time it was decided 
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that King would avoid the Vietnam issue, 

Stanley Levison, Harry Wachtel, and Clarence Jones were in 
attendance at this conference. 


Admlta_tion Lost 


In early 1966, King was lamenting to Harry Wachtel 
about a nationally known figure, who at one time was a heavy 
contributor to and admirer of King but was displeased 
because of King's stand on Vietnam, Wachtel reminded King, 
"When we went into this Vietnam thing, we decided that he 
who controls the purse strings doesn't control our philosophy," 


£Qnti.n.ueil £j:£.sswr^-by Press 

After the resumption of bombing of North Vietnam 
in February, 1966, King conferred with Stanley Levison and 
Bayard Rustin concerning a statement for the press. King 
infornved them that the press had been bothering him for a 
statement, but he dared not take any action until he discussed 
the macter with them. It was agreed that King would say he 
was deeply impressed by the large nuniber of Senators who 
called for a cessation of the bombings, Levison reiterated 
that King should point out how much opposition there is to 
the bombings, 

Anti~Vietnam War Resolution 


Miami was the scene of the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference executive board meeting in the Spring, 1966, 
During this two-day conference, the sessions ran into the 
early morning hours attempting to draft a resolution on the 
Vietnam war. While there appeared to be general agreement, 
Stanley Levison and Harry Wachtel continued to argue for a 
stronger resolution than was presented. They wanted a 
resolution that would condemn participation by United States 
troops in Vietnam, The conference finally adopted a resolution 
calling on the Government to desist aiding the military junta 
in Vietnam and to seriously consider a prompt withdrawal. 






In May, 1966, King was extended an Invitation to 
appear on the Colurobia Broadcasting System’s program ’’Face 

f'VliSk t*/% ^Vil « onrkCki&r*an^A KI rko o/MtcrT-»f* f’Ka AA\rA 

of Stanley Levlson and Clarence Jones, King wanted their 
thinking on the more Important questions he might be asked. 
Levlson noted the possibility that King might be questioned 

/\« V4af*nafVl i,tAV« a^lnF^ oa/ 4 tica CJ ai11- Vi Afr*in 

Christian Leadership Conference resolution on Vietnam as his 
text, Levlson suggested that King should also point out how 
unfair it was that Negroes were shouldering a heavier burden 


4n t*VlA VJPAV* fin/4 ^Vifi^ TtiAnA 

*4» VT W44MW ^ T - -- 


4n AAtnl^fi^ a^V»a»* 

^4C ws^ltiwab WAIOtk 


Americans 


•ii?r 


Wlien King appeared on the program, he suggested 
the United States stoo bombine North Vietnam, neeotiate 

_ ___ ._ - - s- -- - -- - - , - - . ^ . 

with the Viet Cong, and recognize Red China, 


Senate Hearings 


Prior to his appearance before a Senate Sub-CoTnmlttee 
hearing on urban affairs In December, 1966, King contacted 
Levlson for counsel concerning his testimony. During this 
discussion, it was agreed that King must reiterate during 
his testimony that the war In Vietnam is standing In the 
way of the Implementation of any of his civil rights projects 
and Is an open Invitation to confusion, chaos, disruptions, and 

riots, 

During his subsequent testimony before this committee, 
he spoke critically of the war In Vietnam along these lines. 


'*The Nation" Symposium 

In late February, 1967, King spoke before a symposium 
sponsored by "The Nation" magazine concerning the problems of 
redirecting "American Power," After this speech in which King 
was highly critical of the United States Involvement In 


\ 


- 12 - 




) 






Vietnam, Levison congratulated him, Levison was pleased with 
the publicity King's speech received, commenting that King's 
appearance on a panel with four United States Senators was 
the appropriate occasion for him to express his antiwar 
sentiments. 

Over the years a number of individuals who have 
been employed at one time or another by "The Nation" in 
editorial and writing capacities have been identified with 
the communist movement. 

Riverside Church Speech 


In early April, 1967, King accepted an invitation to 
speak before the group, "Clergy and Laymen Concerned About 
Vietnam." This is an interdenominational committee foimed 
to mobilize religious opinion against the war. 


Prior to this speech. King and Andrew Young, Executive 
Director of SCLC, spent approximately eight hours in conference 
with King's top advisors in New York, New York. Stanley Levison 
and Harry Wachtel were present at this conference. 


Later that same day. King spoke at the Riverside 
Church, New York, New York, before this group, at which time 
he was highly critical of the United States involvement in 
the Vietnam war. He referred to the United States Government 
as "the greatest purveyor of violence in the world today." He 
proposed a five-step process to extricate the United States 
from this conflict. Comments in the news media coverage of King's 
remarks pointed out that the five points are similar in concept 
to the conditions imposed by North Vietnam as a prerequisite 
to negotiations. It is interesting to note that King's 
proposals parallel the propaganda line which the Communist 
Party, USA, has been projecting regaxding the war in Vietnam, 

Spring Mobilization 

At a conference in the Fall of 1966, of the Peace 
Mobilization Committee, it was tentatively decided to hold 
massive peace demonstrations on April 15, 1967, in New York City 
and San Francisco, California. Of the one hundred seventeen 
individuals in attendance, seventy-five were members of the 
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Socialist Workers Party or Its youth group,-the Young Socialist 
Alliance* The ConmunlRt Party was represented by Arnold 
Johnson and James West, both of whom are members of the 
Communist Party, USA, National Committee. 


This group subsequently changed its name to Spring 
Mobilization Committee to ^d the War In Vietnam, Reverend 
James Bevel, on leave from the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, was appointed Executive Director of this Committee, 


On April 13, 1967, Levison and King were in contact 
to discuss the progress Levlson was making In the writing of 
the speech King was to deliver on April 15, 1967, to a rally 
of the Spring Mobilization Committee at the United Nations, 
L^vison dlscusssd psrt of tho speoch which King enthuslAstlcsill 
accepted. King particularly liked the part Indicating that 
the United States should unilaterally withdraw from Vietnam, 

He also enjoyed the part where he would appeal to the country 
to ’’demand insistently that our Government honor^anol’s 
promise to negotiate If the bombings cease, 


The CPUSA was delighted with King's actions In 




X . 


iltJL X JL X etp^A. WCd 


had openly attacked his country's policy in Vietnam, He 
participated In the largest rally ever staged against the 
Vietnam war by being the keynote speaker. In his speech 
King again called for the withdrawal of United States troops 
from Vietnam, King was helping the CPUSA achieve Its goal 
of uniting the Negro movement with the peace Issue, 


If^T^i Tf 1 It J ♦£*' Al_ -__ » ^ 

■‘ine •.toris.er ’ expresseo rne uruoa-s pleasure in 
the May 7, 1967, Issue where It stated in part, "When 
Dr, King insists upon the connection between aggressive 
foreign policy and regressive domestic policy he insists 
upon what Is true and consequential. When Dr. King points 
to the racism common in colonialism and Jim crow he points to 
that which is historically demonstrable. When Dr, King 
affirms that the present war In Vietnam threatens all 
democratic and progressive advance In the United States 
and does so for economic, political, ethical and psychological 
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reasons, again he Is saying what every fact and every day's 
events confirm. Hence Dr, King, precisely as a leader In 
the struggle against jim crow, roust be--and is--a leader 
in the struggle against war," 

Being the astute advisor he is, and to keep King 
from being openly aligned with the CPUSA, Levison advised 
King to align himself with those Individuals who have 
power ratter than be aligned with a fringe antiwar element. 
He was t<^make the new alignment after his April 15, 1967, 
speech.^ J 

King for President 



The fringe element Levison referred to was 
attempting to persuade King to run for President on a 
peace ticket. On April 19, 1967, Levison and Wachtel 
conferred concerning King's political possibilities. 
According to Wachtel, a pacifist group was meeting that day 
in an effort to get King to agree to run for President with 
Dr, Benjamin Spock, the antiwar agitator, as his Vice 
Presidential candidate. Both Levison and Wachtel agreed 
that It was too early and that King should not agree to run 
at this time. 


The CPUSA again seized the opportunity to cause 
dissension and unrest In the country by announcing they would 
support King and Spock on a peace ticket. At a May Day, 1967, 
program In Berkeley, California, Gus Hall stated, "The Party 
forces should begin work right now to elect these two men 
because they are for peace In Vietnam," 

Early In May, 1967, Levison was still concerned 
with King’s being identified with the peace roevement rather 
than civil rights, VHien approached by peace groups attempting 
to get King to continue to run for President, Levison Informed 
those representatives that King would talk on Vietnam on 
occasion to various groups, but that would be the extent of 
his involvement. 
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In an effort to evaluate.his position. King and the 
SCLC held a retreat in Frogrrore, South Carolina, on Kay 21, 
1967, to determine the relationship of the SCLC to the peace 
roovement. King and other top functionaries concluded that 
the SCLC would give no overt or covert support to emtl-Vletnam 
war demonstrations. 


The Birth of Washington Spring Project 


On July 19, 1967, Levison was in conference with 
King concerning the Newark, New Jersey, riot, Levlson 
indicated he was concerned about King's failure to make any 
public statement concerning the racial disturbances. King 
Informed Levlson that he had been considering making a 
statement but did not merely want to condemn the rlot^ but 
also to condemn the conditions which lead to riots, 

Levlson suggested that King advocate a program with 
dramatic qualities similar to the Works Project Administration 
of the 1930s, This new program would be Inr^lemented by the 
Federal Government to employ the jobless youth, Levison 
continued that this program worked in a period when the 
united States was almost bankrupt and should work even 
better now that the country is almost sick with money* King 
agreed that Levlson's Idea had merit and he would publicly 
call upc^the Federal Government to do something along this 
line,j^ 

King waited until the Tenth Annual Convention of 
the SCLC before he made these plans public. On August 15, 
1967, he deiiverc-:; an address at the convention urging new 
massive civil disobedience which would include general 
strikes, school boycotts, and a camp-in at Washington, D, C, 
All this would be to force Congress to take action to Improve 
the lot of the Negro, 
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When the first accusations against Alger Hiss were made, the 
Establishment rose up in wrath to shout that they could not be true. 
How, its spokesmen asked, could a man as respected and important be 
a member of the Communist conspiracy? Before the case had been fully 
developed, of course, it t\irned out that the original charges against 
Hiss were as nothing to what was proved in the Federal courts end 
sustained by the highest tribunal of the nation. 

There were several lessons to be learned from this. The first: 

If Anglo-Saxon Jurisprudence holds that a man must be considered 
innocent until proved guilty, this does not mean that those who make 
the accusation are, ipso facto, to be called liars and driven to on 
early grave. The witness, too, has rights. The second: Conspirators 
are successful precisely because they can convince the world that they 
ere highly respectable and ultra-patriotic. Those of dubious political 
reputation ere of no value to a conspiracy since they can deceive no 
one. 


Those lessons, however, have not been learned. The discovery that 
Martin Luther King Jr. was under FBI electronic Burvelllance -- at 
the instigation and with the authorization of Attorney General Robert 
P. Kennedy -- quite natur€0.1y caused anguish to Dr. King's friend* 
and admirers. But It would have been far more proper If those coming 
to the defense of the civil rights leader had coupled their outcries 
to demandfrfor full and immediate exposure by the Justice Department 
of all t!^fa^ts« and the dossiers* Instead they called for the 
resignation of^ the-FBI director, J. Edgar Hoover* 

To daje^ none^of Dr* Klng^s frenzied defenders have pressed for a 
full disclosure of the reasons why Mr* Kennedy, a friend of Martin 
Luther King, and the FBI took the time and the trouble to bug the King 
telephone. Bobby Kennedy would never have given his approval had the 
FBI been Interested solely in the civil rights activities of the late Dr* 
King* King^s defenders have resorted instead to a whispering campaign 

against the FBI and the razz-ma-tazz of charges against Mr* Hoover. 

(MORE) 
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If Attorney General Kennedy and the FBI were solely Interested In 
recording the gossip of the civil rights movement or its legitimate 
plans and operations, then they seriously erred. But the way to find 
out is to look at the summary of the tapes and the Martin Luther King 
dossier at the Justice Department. That would end the controversy once 
and for all. If the tapes and the dossier disclosed something touching 
on the national security, then the attacks on J, Edgar Hoover would end 

It is, however, easier and safer to stay away from the substantive 
issue and direct attention and fire to the peripheral. It substitutes 
passion for logic, propaganda for evidence, and politics for the 
national Interest. The antl-Hoover faction presumably believes that 
it Is right, yet it throws away the opportunity of possibly doing the 
FBI in the eye. 

Nicholas Katzenbach, who was Mr, Kennedy's Deputy Attorney General 
and later Attorney General in his own right, has rushed in with a rank 
denial that anything in the King file warranted the wiretaps. But 
Mr. Katzenbach forgets that it was he who studied the King record for 
the Attorney General -- at the time that Mr. Hoover called the Negro 
leader one of the biggest liars in the country. And on the basis of 
that examination, he advised that no steps be taken to discipline the 
FBI director or to issue an official denial of Mr. Hoover^s words. 

To make these points, however, would be an exercise In futility 
but for one thing. Parts of the Martin Luther King story, unofficially 
gathered, have been floating around Washington and New York for a 
number of years. Those responsible for putting together this fraction 
of what is undoubtedly in the FBI file are not members of the fanatic 
right wing, not stiff-necked racists, but responsible members of the 
community. They have not attempted to publish the record nor to use 
it for political gain. 

And they have held their peace over the years precisely because 
they have known what the Establishment's reaction would be -- the cries 
the denunciations, and the use of "innocence by association" to prove 
Dr. Klng^s political purity. With the death of Dr. King, the files 
were closed and the need for publication ended. Uie Integrity of the 
FBI and of those who have backed away from its^ investigation is now 
at stake. Hot-headed men and, women are trying to uee the c\^ren^ 
controvaray to stir up hatred of men .and^ gc^\^rr^ent. Until the facts 
are laid befjajc:© the American people, the controversy will continue, 
doing no one any good, least of all Dr. King's family. 

, , Dletrlbuted by King Features Syndicate 
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'Boaorable Daniel E::«oaye 
_United State* Senate ^ 

Waahlngton, O^ C^IOSIO 

My dear Senator: 

Tour letter of August 6th has been receired. 

Becanse of regulations ol the De p ar tm ent of 
Justice which require that information In FBI files be main* 
tained as confidential^ I can emphatically assure yon **>•» 
this Bureau did not "leak** information concerning Mar tin 
XiOther King to anyone at any time. 

In keeping with our req;)on8ibllitieS| we did 
disseminate information concerning King on a high lerel 
basis within the Executive Branch of the Government. 

Sincerely yours, 

F. Edgar Hoove^ 


> 


V 


HbEiKISUfJcLASSIflt-b'"’"*' 

DATEg-iVtl H y-5'M.\(Uy, i,L ’ 

Wot A -- - 

NOTE: We have had limited but cordial correspondence with Senator Inouye 
(D-Hawaii). During 1960 and 1961 his wife touredjthe Bureau and during 1964 
his mother, sister, and their party toured the Bureau. 
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^Cntieb Senate 

WASHINSTON, D.C. XOSIO 


August 6 , 1969 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justic. INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. 



-■ ... 

Ttl- 


»:7j 

Mr-. 

It 

.A* a 


Cinoy. 


I_ 


Washington, D. C. 


HtKtm li> UNULA56INtU 

DATEaj3^BYSMMii.' n ' 

Fuly 27, 1969 issue of Paraae magazine 




I was recently reading the July 27, 1969 issue of Parade magazine 
which appears in many Sunday newspapers, and was extremely 
disturbed by a report which appeared in this publication regarding 
the personal life of Dr. Martin Luthei^dCing. This article stated 
"For the most pari, Uic wlf Claps revealed that King on occasion 
submitted to the temptations of the flesh... " 

Quite apart from the actual fact that Dr. King’s t^ephone was 
tapped, I am concerned by the release of such information to the 
public media. I would, therefore, appreciate your advising me if 
your Bureau permitted the release of information obtained from 
wiretapping Dr. King's telephone and if released, on whose authority 
Should the information not have been officially released, but rather m 

"leaked" out from the Bureau, what steps have you taken as the 
Director of the Bureau to correct such abuses and to prevent this uLU 
from happening in the future. I find it deplorable to think that persons ^ 
whose telephones are tapped, will have the data gathered from these 
activities appear in the news media, despite the fact that no indictment 
or criminal action has been filed against them by the Federal 
Government in a court of law. 
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Your comments on the above wovild be most appreciated. 
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WUb respect to ttxe inquiries in your letter of 
August 5th, teformstioo etxicernlng the sUeged communist sfllli* 
ntlons of Martin lather King, Jr., whether substantiated or not, 
cannot be released because of a Department of Justice order regard^ 
Ing all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


^ ^ NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 


CEE:mrm (3) 


y 


'^^2 1969 

MAIL ROOM cm TELETYPE UNIT CD 


iff 


4i/ 



TRUE COPY 



Barger Texas 79007 
August 5, 1969 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of &ivesUgation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


Ai LINFORMATIOH COMTAINED 

herein is unclassified 




I / 


There have been statements in print, and 
to me orally, that Dr. Martin Luther King has been 
definitely identified as a Communist, by the EBI. 

There was also a billboard in this city, 
at the time of Dr. King's death, depicting Dr. King in a 
room with other person^. This billboard had prominent 
letters stating "Martin Luther King attending Communist 
training school." The door facing had "United Nations" 
printed on it but was not discernible from the highway, it 
could only be seen by walking up the hill where the billboard 
was stationed. 


I will appreciate any clarification you could 
give me concerning the above two subjects. 


Sincerely, 
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fill ii;For(f.;ATioN cd;:taip.'ed 

HEREIfJ IS UIXIASSIFIED 

DATE .a->3-gl RYg-A> 


Tour letter of July 29tli, with enclosure, has been 

received. 


With respect to your inquiry, the files of the FBI 
must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations of the 
Department of Justice. 

1 want to assure you that neither Mr. Walter Scott 
nor any other Journalist has access to the files of this Bureau. 

Sincerely yours, 

7. Edgar Hoover 


1 - Honolulu > Enclosures (2) 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Burean of Investigation 
W as hingt on» D, C• 

Dear Llr. Hoover: 


rtl 









Please find enclosed a copy of a letter wbicb I Have written 
to the president of Parade Publications, Inc*, publishers of 
the Parade magazine which appears in many large Sunday news¬ 
papers, including the Sunday Star-Bulletin and Advertiser in 
Honolulu. The letter refers to an item in Parade 's July~27, 
1969 issue in the colximn "Walter Scott's Personality Parade." 



c 


rrhe item in question reads as follows: Is it true that 

Bobby Kennedy, Nick Katzenbach, and Ramsey Clark, each of them 
ia U. S, Attorney General, coiad not get along with J. Edgar Hoov^? -y 
What was learned from wiretapping the telephone of rta-ptjn imther 
crying Jr,? Did he t^lm out to"be a Communist agent as rumored? 

—V. L. Lewis, Washington, D. C. A. Kennedy, Clark, and 
Katzenbach found that Hoover, ostensibly under orders to the 
Justice Department, ran his own show. King's telephone was 
tapped because at one time he bad dealings with a Co mm u n ist 
lawrer. He was never, however, a Communist or a Communist 
agent. For the most part, the wiretaps revealed that King on v 
occasion submitted to temptations of the flesh." 


I would like to know how i/Ir. Scott secured his information con¬ 
cerning Dr. King’s personal life. Surely, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation does not make a i»ractice of releasing wire- 
Itap transcriptions to journalists. 
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Mr* AxfehQT H« Motloy 
ProQldoxxli 

Parade PoblicatiozuB« Zno* 

735 Tiiird ATeauo 

Vow Torlc* 9ev Xork X0Gi7 

Dear Ur. Motleji • 



flaaoe refer to the iten oa Martin lAither Eing in *laltar &oott*s 
Peraooallty Parade" ooluna of Wly 2?, 1969* I quote, In part, 
"Pot the noet part, the 'oiretape revealed that Euc tn ocoaelon 
suhiiltted to tesq>tation8 of the fleeh«" 


To print ttich a tIcIous and hrutal stateaent in a nationally-. 
elrculatod 0 iq>posedIy reliable ptihlioatlon such aa Parade 
is an intolerable ^ansn^resBion fron acoepted standards oi? 
joinnalletic reBponsibility* At the very least the statement 
does nothinc to clarify the reader* s qaeatlon ooneemioG whether 
or not Dr» KIog & Goanuniet» Of laaoh (^ater coneequenoe 
Ic the almost caTolier manner of castinG a vile Slur on the 
j>er8onal life of one of the moat widely respected and loved 
figures of the twentieth eentury* 


Xt is possible that a siailor aUecation based on so-oalXsd 
wiretap information has appeared In print previously* If so, 

It is no less deplorable that you would stoop to repeat such 
a oontoi:q»tible charge* Purthenaore. the wanner of attribution 
for the ststonent is utterly without foundaticn* If any suoh 
inf omation has been revealed, it has not been done by "the 
wiretaps" but by a no^ozunent representatlre with access to the 
record of tronBcriptlons obtained from wiretapping* 


You have done a flagrant diBsexvioe to your readers, to the 
coneept of a z^^spansible press, and to the wonor^- of a decent 
and h^orable xasn* 


oc: 



Sincerely, 



Hr* Gardiner Jonos 
Hon* Daniol X* Inouye 
Hon, Patsy T* i-1nk 
Bon. J* Hdcar Boovor 
Rev* Balpi: Pavid Abernathy 
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_a subwb of WaterToo. Tp ' 

wiirunic7i||p|»8 allSgW to liave said he is a miSbiFif lEEe'- 

Kil^ux Klan ana neiped plan the asM^nation o f Martin T-iithgiHrinp 
and another individual. !Iliey are described as living on a hi A' ‘ 
linancial scale having iw visible means of support. ■|||||||■|||■■^^■||||» 
states she is sending this Information to us since he^ffiHa!Wffi?e- 
ment authorities do not keep informerb? names secret. The confidential 
retum^dress is being utilized on r^ly. This letter should be routed 
«> Domejtic Litcliltiance Diviaiuaiollowing acknowledgement for 
its consideration of the Information correspondent furnished. 
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s aged 10 and 13, sons 
Waterloo, Iowa, placed railroad ties 
cago Great Western Railway Company in 
to see a^iat would happen. They were charged 
with iaalicious mischief and case was handled by juvenile authorities 
in Waterloo, lowa^^e AUSA declined Federal prosecution.(98-4420^- 
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i aaia wkaa ha was wary tataxiaated ft latar iaa- 
?jar« taaa a little Ina'tjaatea he waa aff aa the 
4a aaiaaftdaaaa.Ht haa aalialtei famda ft haaat 
sr.Tat whara aaaaj waald shew he 4aat shew it. 
he waa a aaahar af the SEK ft hai ylaaaed with > 
af ijather Xiag ft aaatV »r killlag.Tet whaa he a 
'ledre af it.Thea a aaca^i tiae he alaiaai the aa 
ali tar ft lira a la a year aaherhaei aalled Sham 
?aar lire,Tat he will five fartlaa ;ar these 
ia ^ *»awa ta hay liqar.v hy the aaaea ft -heer.jhy th 
■» «e far hia yartl-s.. fy 

•r twa weeks afs ft stci 1500.00 ia whiskey,steaks 
la the ysrk,sweat ears ft wateraelaa.Thea daaidad 

'••d ta-the yeaple la the park. 

'* he held these fartlas karat ta the craaad.It 
the Cedar Rirer aarasj fraa the yark.This is all 
After the aahla karat he kaai^ht the aahariax yra 
: laadlard fifty dallara us a tip far talliaf hia 
. r f ar $150.00.He ft his wife are qalte aiftea 
‘ "..are far saall faTsrs ft saastlaes aa apparaat ti 
avia 5 ^aslaessas ia 5t I'aal.kiaa.Iat ha kasws i 
vies. ■• 

splaiss af thaa ft the tkiugu they say ft da,yet as' 
I’ha pallac,here da aat kei.p aa iafaraers aaae a a 
'seiaf yaa this latter. 

, iple with a pashlen ft . s we hsTs had diffiaaltj 
I aa a:&aid af^ what his arescaae here way aesj 
.prahaaly ia his early fifties.Alsa is saaera shj 
hit aa pslitias ft ahaat the i^aaclaads af Chlaac# 
*>ry layaaa ,ahaat the aadcrwarld ia ftsaeral, 

the whale aatter la krlaciaf it ta year stteatl 
hate ta slfs ay aaae ta this as I fear 
hape ay aaae 
ia Beaaark'* 





ir 


m 







/> 


r 




. h 

/r 

~7 ^ 

, ' y jt 



. . 




/ 


* ^ -I , 


{>7 




/ A- 

i , 


.y 



J i 




lej 


N 


an. n 


7 w 


- ^ |T5 


. . H0XD3Hia U 


ss.w‘^v w'f 







dOHSlS 0-33« 

I S J . 

W,H<i«? EZT^r, 


\ 



. i 






I ^ 

a- 


_kL: 


/•» r,w -•i' ■uii'O ' W.^.. . . fc. 


. I 


/ 




Joty U, 1969 




Dtir 



of July 14tli. yott for the ktnd comments In your letter 

la response to your request. I tm tnelosinc n 
srttele vhleli sppemred In tlie June 19, 1969, tMue 

“• ®** »“ehcoocem 
aor^vltte* reUtbic to Uutln LaUwr Kiss, Jr., ud Mti 

forth th. FBT.poMUon 1.UiUmatter. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Boonw 
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"The Evening Star” article regarding King wiretap, 6/19/69 
^ \ NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identiflable with correspondeni 
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pear Mr. Hoover, 

As one of your long-time admirers, I am dismayed by the 
recent newspaper accounts of your depa^ment’s activities 
in connection with the late Martin Luther~l6ng . . . and 
wonder if you could spare a moment to let me know the 
F. B. I. side of the story? I would consider this reply a 
great favor. Thank you. 






''rry 
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Stockton, California 35207 





Tolaon — 
DaLoodi . 

Mokr- 

Blabop — 
Coapar — 
Callahan . 
Conrad ^ 

Fait- 

Gala_ 

Rcaan — 
SoUivan - 

Tovat_ 

TfoUar _ 


In reply to your letter of July leth, InformaUan 
concerning the alleged communiat affiliatlone of Martin Luther 

r 

King, whether eubetantiated or not, cannot be releaeed becanee 
of a Department of Juetice order regarding all mattera of a 


confidential nature. 1 regret I an unable to be of help In thie 

. ; . •'/ • A'.i-'. . ';V 

instance. ‘ ^ *i ' v : 

Sincealy yonra, ■ • f 


Sincealy yours 
3. Bdser Hoover 




'! ^NOTE: BufUes reflect limitedeerrespondence from 

S 'ull name per prior engbing of 5-19>69. 
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Stockton, Callrornia 9520? 
July 16, 1969 

The Honorable J. Hoorer 

United States Department of Justlea 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C, 20535 


Honorable Sir: 

Last week I saw a movie called AnM*chT, U«S,A «» which stated 
that the civil rights movement in the United States wga> communist*' 
controlled. It also said that the late Martin Luther King, Jr,, 
was a communist, ~ 

Now I feel terribly confused. Was King a commvinlst? I am 
hoping that you can enlighten me on this, I should be most 
grateful for your reply, . 

Thanking you in advance, I am 

Very truly yours, 

mj 


t 
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(June 23, 1969) 
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MR. CASPER < 


Sir; 


MR. CAUUAHAK 
MR. CONRAD 

MR. FEUT - 

MR. GALE - 


MR. ROSEN 


I expect to see your response mr. .uli-ivan 
to this column, and have asked ■"*''''• “ 

my senators to insist on it* 


MR*JC>v^ - 

/ 1 

tei:e.4^< 
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MISS HOUMES 
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Thj FBI r.a$ a la: more explaining ti 
‘:or spying cn ilic laie Di\ Mniiin Lu 
Iv has publxlv descrilTi^J as “rnal 


g tiylo ab 
rhoHving, 


bout its motives 


.c.aus^^^ column written 


by Carl Rowan that criticized the upping of Dr. King's 
phones. 

Clyde To Ison» associate FBI director, says the wiretapping 
was cone for “naiicnal security" reasons, with the approval 
of uhc late Rcher: Kennedy, then attorney general. ; 

Tr.ai coes-n't cor.:e e\ en close to telling it. 

I 

] ONE THIXG IT DOESN’T EXPLAIN, is the following inci- 
jder.t: - * 

Ahoui I cur tears ago. an ex-FBI agent 1 Itnew asked me 10 
jo'.n him :cr a rcund of go!:. 

After the round, we sa: ir. the clubhouse chatting. Ke 
wcrV.ee ihe conversutior. around tc Dr, King. . 

. He told r.;e the FBI had been using a variety of electronic 
e^vescrcnpir.g devices on Dr. King. Besides lapping his 
phc.ne, thuy had planted listening devices in hotel rooms he 
used while traveling. 

Tiie resuit. he said, was a very thick file on Dr. King. 

He gave me seme examples. 

They vere very personal things. They were things I'm 
sure Dr. King would no: want anyo.ne else to know a^ui. If 
you bugsed al.most anyone's bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else lo 
know about. 

BUT NONE OF THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent told me . j 
reflected in any way on Dr. King's loyalty, his Americanism, | 
or seemed to be remotely related to national security. 1 

Nor did Lhey reflect on his role as *a leader in the .dvil j 

• 1.1 vt u«c i-vuLfcii Ul « ; 

figure of i:i:.:oric imporiancc. . ' 

I ihc ex-FBI agent if h;s iniormaiion was merely 

go^^ip or i! he was sure about 41. 

He >rid Iw h.id visiicd j. Edgar Hoover in Washington and ‘ 
iiac been briefed on rhi: contents of the King file. 

It wa£ no: unco.ntmon, he said, for trusted cx-agenis to be 
le: in on such things. 

Obvicusiy, I was supposed to be shocked by the things be 
told me. And I was- But not for the reasons be e££um.:d. 

The shocking par: of i: was that he was acruahj- sitiiag. 
there leli^ng n*.c such things. 

TbAyAver.e none of my business, and they were no^ of his 
business. They were nobody’s business but Dr. Kuig's?‘==®* 


WAS PIAIN OLD MUD-SLINGLNG, on a level with rh^ 
lowest scar.dai maguzmes and transom-peeking pa'&iicaticr.u. 
There was no doubt in my mind then, and no.ne nov/, :ha: 

. it was being leaked ic me for the purpose of discrediting Dr. 
King. 

The same type of thing. I have since learned, occurred in 
other cities, with other newsmen. 

And it dcesTi't U:ke much imagination to figure out why. 
Dr. King and Hoover bad engaged in a furious public ((uar- 
rel. Hoover, quite clearly, did not like Dr. King. 

That's why I suggest the FBI hasn't given an adequate ex¬ 
planation. 

If the wiretapping was being done for national security, I 
1 presume that it should have been kept a big secret. 

• Secret? Hew much of a secret was it if a newspaper col* 

• umnist in Chicago knew of the eavesdropping? Or if a fer- 
: mer agent — a private citizen — could talk about it? 

(For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 
given to flights of fancy. He was then a well known and 
highly respected investigator. He is t^da^' a famous and 
jpower/ul man.) 

AND IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official eavesdroppbg 
to gather spile material, transom-peeking tidbits tha; will be 

in isrjrc 

That, of coarse, is the greatest danger from Big Brother 
jand his big ear. .; 

If that’s what Dr. King’s file was .used for, then I'll gladly, 
[second Rowan’s suggestion that Hoover he replaced. . • 
The ecandal'Sbeet business should be left to private indus- v 
try. 


|\LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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:ly i, 196: 


c hono, £. "lie J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
'ci^ral 'urcau of Investigation 
.'r.e Justice Department 
'..ashingtcn, D. C. 

Lear Mr. Hoover: 




Ti'ank you for your letter of Jane 19 in reply to r.ine of 
the 13th. I appreciate so much your taking the tire to 
explain to me why the Goverrunent cannot divulge wire tap 
information without violating certain laws. 

Sir.ce receiving your letter, I have read and heard cuite 
_ bit of comment with regard to^p>l surveillance of 'tr.e 
:.afia and also of Martin Luther Aing. While I imagine 
mat some of the things I have heard can probably be 
c.assified as propaganda, I am very much concerned about 
the enclosed story from the June 28 issue of "Human 
events". My question is simply this: Is the enclosed 
story by Paul Scott .based on fact? 

I would appreciate hearing from you at your convenience. 

I 


m/T REC0TII5EI> 


165 Jin. 17 


exosures 


..1 thought you would be interested in the enclosed 
•w'-cerpt from John Knight's column which appeared in the 
Ju:-.e 29 Charlotte Observer . It is my understanding that 
'.'.3 column was also carried by the Miami Herald, the 


orreit Free 


Press and the Akron Beacon-Journal. 
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By Jolin S, luiiglit 


. • ★ * * 

For The Itecorcl 

Columnist Carl T. Rowan, propcrlv indignant over 
ths rBI’s wiretap on the late Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., has long been clamoring for Director J. Ed»a>- 
Hoover's scalp. " 

In a somewhat Indiscreet interview with Knight 
Newspapers, Mr. Hoover alluded to Rowan as “a racist." 
Naturally Mr. Rowan is fuming over that, too. 

♦V. Into any personal altercations. I 

■ ;.i recall Drew Pearson's statement that 

• Attorney General Robert Kennedy first ordered Dr 
King bugged or July 16. !963." Pearson savs the reason 
JJ^as tnat Dr. King was in touch with various 
Commumsts and was being influenced by them.” 

According to Pearson, the FBI wa^ amazed and 
pposeJ It. Kennedy wa.v toieJ that the wiretap would 
«avc a bad reaction a.mong Negroes if discovered. The 

Attorney General remarked that he was not in the least 
jntcrcsv€<J- in repercussions. * * 

“In October of ISy-l,” Pearson reports. “Eobbv 

® v.Ires. and 

we.v-*ter King s conversaaons were monitored/* 

Columnist Rowan has uttered one word of 
enjcis-m abou^ t.ne foraner Attorney General’s acUo.-i, it 
has escaped xny attention^ . / X -n • 

loi>-idU>?o - , 
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public airirg of the rDTs recordings 
of pri\^:c co^Acr^:.I:or.i Dr. Ma.ain 
Li/:: -r King conducted with hib protest 
2 d\;scrb conM go a lung way toward 
cr.anging l^c image of the slain c:\i! 
r.citts leader. 


^::irnar:cs of the recordings, as re¬ 
ver'd to rncnibers of a House Appropri- 
a/ens subcommiiicc, headed by Rep. 
John J. Rooney (D.-N.Y.), dearly in¬ 
dicate that King v. a$ in .direct contact 
with one of the most influential Com¬ 
munists in the U.S. 


With leads obtained from their 
electronic eavesdropping^ the FBI 
us nbie 10 coufirm that this Kremlin 
agent* M hose influence evtended into 
the h'ghvst ranks cf the Communist 
Party, U.S.A., was one of King’s 
ghost writers and chief advisers on 
protest strategy. 


In addition to the evidence gained 
from the King recordings, the FBI suc¬ 
ceeded :n u!;:ng several photographs of 
tie civii rights leader meeting with this 
<ft\ert Cerrnnunist operator at one of 
uf.e major U.S. airports. 

* King, \vhc>e assassination in Memphis, 
Tenn., in April 1968, is still carried as 
an “open ir.vcstigation*’ by the FBI, 
was first put under government surveil¬ 
lance in !961 when the l.ntc Robert 
Kenned) vvas attorney general. 

AUhougli Kennedy after leaving the 
Junicc Department denied any know- 


King's surveillance, FBI and 


Justice Depanmcni records show he 
authorized the inquiry during a confer¬ 
ence attended by FBI Director J. Edgar 


I cnee aitcndcc oy rbi uirecior j. cagar 
Hoover, then-Deputy Ally. Gen. 
Nicholas dc Kaizen bach, and another 
high-ranking FBI aide. 


The iur\cil!nncc of King, now under 
fuc b} severe! large East Coast news- 
pr-.pjrh, was the CL:^,rc\vth of informa¬ 
tion that the FBI obtained during 

its :r.\cs::^’ation of another national scc- 


unu ca^vc. 


\\ hen King’s onme was mentioned 
icvcra! times by one of the persons under 
su 7 \e;!i:ncc in the ease, it was decided 
that il.j civh rights leader should be 
placed under close observation. 

The FEI ti.qui.-y, which continued for 
}cars, involved King’s trips to 
and Fast Germany as well as 
hii piApar.-.hoits to lead the so-called 
“Poor Army Campaign” to disrupt 
V/ 

ton. —- 


of the Rooney subcommittee shortly 
before the civil rigltb leader was slain. 


Deeply concerned about King’s plans 
to disrupt 'Washington, the legislators 
had requested the briefing so they would 
be prepared to blunt his assault on 
Congress should that become necessary. 

So alarming was the FBI’s data on 
King that the lawmakers took the extra¬ 
ordinary step of briefing House Speaker 
John McCormack. This information, 
along with other material furnished by 
the FBI, caused McCormack to make 
extensive preparations, including the 
alerting of military units to defend the 
Capitol against King’s plans to cause 
massive disruption. 


The House Democratic leaders, 
all strong supporters of the late 
President Kennedy^ were reputedly 
shocked at the gutter-type language 
King used in private conversations 
about the l.alc President, 


Other recordings in the FBI files dealt 
' extensively w'ith his private life, according 
to the legislators, and showed that there 
were two Kings—one tltc public knew 
and the other known only to his doses; 
friends and the FBI. 


Although no government agency or 
commission has made a study of King’s 
long-ranrc ^^iraicgy of protest, there is 
enough evidence in the file^ of the i'Bl 
to show that King’s goal was to create 
a mass protest movcmcnl. With the 
niovcniem. King and his advisers hoped 
to force a radical change in this country’s 
form of government. 


King's leadership task w'as to give 
the over-all movement “motion” and 
an acceptable “imagc”tliai w ould attract 
millions of Negroes, young people, the 
poor, clergy, and those disenchanted with 
the Viet Nam war. 


His tactics in changing his protest 
leadership from one of civil rigliis to 
anti-war, anti-poverty, and anti-govern¬ 
ment during the closing days of his 
life were part of this grand st^atcgy^ 
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The Ute Rev. Dr. Martin Luther K; 
aibgcdly had conversations vdth j 
influential U.S. Communist. 


that occurs, the “Martin Luiher K 
tapes” could become big news. 

For now', the only public confirm.! 
of the King recordings comes f: 
Houston Federal Judge Joe Ingra! a 
hearing involving ihc case of lo: 
heavyweight boxing champion 
Clay. • j 

Testimony by FBI agents 
Houston hearing rewnleJ 
lions of King and Clay were levv*:- 
In one instance. Judge Ingrali nn 
nounced it a mailer of national see. 
and refused to let it be made p.: 

Chy, convicted of draft doegir^ 
June 1967, and sentenced to five \ 
in p.»-ison, is appealing hi: cc::« :c: 
The U.S. Supreme Court crd. 
Ingraham lo hold a hearing to 
w'hcihcr illegal wiretap testimony 
used to convict Clay. 

Both the movement to mark K: 
birthday as a national holiday and 
Houston court hearing clearly i.-d 
that the‘final chapter in the M. 
Luther King story' is yet to be v r:: 


Whether most of these FBI recordings, 
since many of them deal with national 
* security eases still under invcsiigdtion, 
will ever be revealed by the Nixon 
Administration is conjectural. 




Should supporters of King, however, 
pump new life into the si. ’‘ed dri\c in 

p..,. , , . . » ,, ■ ' < 1- _ir J- 

rcss lo ere::to a rMiona! holiday 
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An £ci:oricl Expression of the Voice of Free Enterprise in Rolcigh - Durham 
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Helms, Executive Vice President ond Vice Cholrmon of the Boord 
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Anyone in need of an illustration as to how the leftwing establishr.er.- 
in Ar.erica functions is invited to take note of the current canipaign designee 
to den-iean and destroy J. Edgar Hoover. 


^ This past Sunday morning, in an editorial attack on Mr. Hoover, The 

i yews and Observer described the FBI director as “aged and dangerous". 

'Mr. Hoover is 73, and some may agree that he is "aged". This station rejects 
: the suggestion, on the theory that age is a state of mind—and that Mr. 

I Hoover's splendid mind has remained remarkably vinimpaired by the passing 
I years. The fact that he is today the one man in America most feared and 
'ihated by the communists attests to his usefulness, 
i 

As for The News and Observer 's charge that Mr. Hoover is "dangerous", 
it is necessary to ask: dangerous to whom? He has built, and he continues 
to direct with incredible efficiency, the one agency of government most 
dreaded by criminals and communists. So brilliant has been Mr. Hoover's 
success that he today is a symbol of what America ought to be in terms of 
her freedoms and ideals. 


So why is he Under attack by every leftwing newspaper and politician 
in the country? Simply because he obtained the permission of his superior, 
the then Attorney General Robert Kennedy, to investigate the relationship 
between the late Martin Luther King and the communist conspiracy in America; 
And,because J- Edgar Hoover did this, he is being called "aged and dangerous" 


T 


America may never know the real degree to which the various so-called 
"civil rights movements" in America were infiltrated by—and directed by— 
communists agents. It is known, even though the leftwing news media tried 
to suppress it, that the late Dr. King was surrounded by communists 
functionaries. Indeed, the complaints against J. Edgar Hoover, being heard 
today, are based upon the fact that for reasons of internal security the 
FBI was instructed to wiretap the telephone of Martin Luther King on the 
ccccsicn of Dr. King's conversations with a known communist involved in 
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This station’s editorjols ore solely the responsibility of the owners ond are voiced by our executive 
vice president, Mr. Jesse HolmS| ofter on editoriol boord hos agreed upon their contents. 

• . * * J ' r n ' r-rv'----' 

A. J. Fletcher, CKoIrmcn of the Board & Chief Executive Officer, Copitol Brocdcostinp Co^^eny 
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7'.-. • 7 :■•■ - .'-r.:.'. C'z~ oi~v>?r —z-nd ar ic-aaz: rhrc-a other "lib^ral'^ r.ev.'e^^aov-'c 
circ:-:lr“v.a rr. ohio srato —absurdly conocnd that if one Fbl v.’ould t-^^ rhc- 
r.i one of Marten Lurhcr Kine, then it woold tap anv "private" conve-Vaario: 
f'.^- -raah. of rl.e laaoter i£ that, in terrr.o of national security, Martin 
Luther Ktnn’s relationship with cor.uT.anists ceased to be a private affair, 
he wa^ very r.'.ach a public figure, associating v/ith enemies of this country, 
.-.nd regardless of his intent, and giving hiTi the benefit of every doubt, 
violence stalked the heels of Martin Luther King. Mt the tir.e of his‘death, 


heels of Martin Luther King, 


.esit every 

it the tir.e of his‘death. 


'a_ar:S 


.v..>rr.ting a surrender to the ccrjr.unists in Vietnam, and had announce: 
:c Moscow and Hanoi. 


" Cne can only surmise a great deal in this latest effort to sr.ear and 

destroy j. hdgar Hoover. But some aspects of the matter neeno surr.isir.c. 
For one thrng, it would be preposterous to suggest that Robert Kennedy, as 
.-.ttorr.ey G-er.eral of the United States, would have approved the wire-tapping 
of Mararn Luther King's telephone unless he, Mr. Kennedy, had not been 
■- persuaded by the sheer v;eigh.t of evidence that the security of the country 
demanded it. After ail, Martin Luther King had been the friend of the 
Kennedys, both John and Robert, and had been of great political assistance 


Che truth of the matter is that J. Edgar Hoover has been the nation's 
M'UT.ber Cne fighter against cermunism since 1919 when, as an assistant to 
the .Attorney General of the United States, he made a study of coTur.unist 
plans to overthrow' America. At that time—in 1919 —ne wrote the following; 

“ ,COTmun_sm) threatens the happiness of the cemstunity, the safety of every 
individual, and the continuance of every home and fireside. (The conmunists^ 
v.'ould des . -y the peace of the country and thrust it into a condition of 
anarchy ana iav;lessness end immorality that passes imagination." 


That's what J.•Edgar Hoover warned about the communists in 1919. 
Look at the country u.._ay; was he right? 

£o he is "aged and dangerous", is he? :"Dangerous" to whom? 


Viev.Tjo 
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jaljr 17, 1H9 




Piedmont, Alabama 96272 

hn tci' - - 

Dear 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


ic^iy 


Tear letter d July 12th has been receired and I want 
to thank yoo for your kind remarks eonceming my administratton cf 
this Bureau. 

hi reply to your Sngolry, Information in the files of 
the FBI most be maintained as eonfidential pursuant to regulatiQQS 
of the Department of Justice. 

Bncerely yours, 

£dgar Hoover 


K DeLooch 

Mohr - 

'Bishop 
► Casper .. 
iCalJohon 

^V^v: j '-vCale_ 

V ; ;; rjTovel _ 

* "Ttotter - 

itv , - ''i. '.^jTele. Rs 
•V.--" ■ Hoisie* S 
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JuOy 12, 1969 


Honorable J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
■Washington, D. C, 




Dear Mr. Hoover; 


-LilGi.io 

OPvTEAJi^i— BYi^ 

Lnk 




Mr/Caeper 
Mr. CalWban 
Mr. Conrads 
Mr. Felt. 

Mr. Gale 
Mr. Rose: 

Mr. Sull^ 

Mr. Tavei 
Mr, Trotter- 
Tele. 

Miss Holmea 
Misa Gandy- 





Amid all the confusion created by the mil^ant Negroes and aharchists, »Ay 
has not the complete file o n Martin Luther K ing been released? Under the 
Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon administrations this information, which the 
public needs to know, has been suppressed. 

Members of Congress, Supreme Court, and other high government officials 
have been and are deceiving the public about King. This is one reason 
that the citizens have lost confidence in Washington. The bubble of King’s 
greatness needs to be burst in order to show a certain group that they are 
worshiping a false god* How much longer this country can stand under these 
conditions is problematical. 

According to all press releases and the speeches of King, he was the great¬ 
est perpetrator of violence of any human that has ever lived. Every place 
that he went violence occurred. When he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, 
that degraded any Nobel Prize in the eyes of a majority of the citizens of 
the United States. 


teeyond a shadow of doubt you ard the most respected public official includ- 
(ing the President of aiy person in a government capacity. It is believed 
if the complete file was open on King^ the oyth of his greatness would lose 
the momentum that has been built about him. Tour interest in all matters 
concerning law and order are all that the American people have on which to 
depend. Keep on telling America idiat is wrong. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONIAINED 
HEREIIllSI^LASSIFjE) 

Respectftifi^'^referi^aio 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Uo'lt’ 

Washington, D.C. 


for such consideration as the oosnunication 
berevith suboltted say warrant, and for a report 
thereon, in duplicate to acconqiany return of 
Inclosure. 




Mr. 

Ur. Coztrmi 
Mr. 

Mr. GaJey 
Mr* ttcscoC 
Mr* Suii.C 
Mr* 

Mr* TtMtr 

Rooi^ 
Mtst fioteci 
WSn% Ou47 



By dlrectijoV of 


/f!' 

^nc losur^ 












7-/C-U9 

p ^Ltjkco 




J^ry T *7 Wf. f 7-.^ -*r_S ^ 







June 20,' 1969 
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iTofiZi 

U. £• ^'‘r^tzT 
Stat£ of Mississippi 
Vashinston, D. C, 

Dear Senacor, 



VVA5-:tN6T0N OFRCE 

fjj}iZIM£Q[LDlZ 


'y r? 

^ 1 ».*v <« 4 o 


1969 

I'uibCSEinns 


JUh.'i SfENNiS 


I aa enclosin'' a photostat of an editorial that appeared in the Jackson 
Daily Kcvs on Juno 17, 19^9—- If this is not true, vhy doesn't vonsresa 
force the Justice Departoent to repudiate if^ If it is true, why isn't 
this injornation nade public so that certain groups will stop trying to 
irrjortalixe this nan. 


If you think there is poverty aciong the Negroes in Vinona, Mississippi, 
try and hire one to work at any price. 



\ 0 O^ lO^S 7 


VtS.r Th£ TKAVClEKS EXHiS 
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"’c ^.; r::v'iir cor.vcr.s^'jrjs 

• ijn lyiii'iCr i0r>2 Ct^^uMCir^* 

vjih [t.,n priJiiJs: scivj'frs coul- 
I a w.-iy 10 ward chao;;;r.; 
;:-.c :::*.-ir.' of li’.c *^a:n c;\‘*. 
r:;:: ** ^^^.I.cr. 

Sji.-.r.^.-krji's of iho retard 

sj .'CVwVur.': 10 ir-cr'.bcrs of a 
A:-; :or^.-;,.Lion Sub to t.- 
hCii^fLX. by Jvc;i:o>en :3 


corcc.r.cd aV.ui-Jot }n^{^r.,^r;/s hoar;r*^ invo'v. . 
-.5 :r. d.sr\\’a 5 h*'(rt fbc ca^c . ' former hetvy- 
: Ic:j5:;.Ldrs hJd re-' ur.;ni Iwi *.; c-umpion Cas.^ius' 

;!;c hritf.rr; wi ihov Dtv • ! , 

prri-.r.-eU \z W.jr.: bO' Tcsrtnjory ITBI agtnti in!’ 
r. Conri r.'^j ihoeld 11:.^I lt\n tc^tno^ rrrealefl* 


occcsseiy, I’.h.vt cor.vcri>r:,o;j of Kln^ ind** 

af;:r.!r.;: wis ti o r‘nVs '<C’:iV werr rcrcr lrd. Irj one in-». 
dtL:. cr. K;r.- Ire i.:.rcc. Jui-ic lr<j;rar.im pro-i 

cr.s ’nef: inc c\;rar-;d r./ .-v »tep; nnunced i: k nailer of nailnnar 
0 . bricr.i^ Ho^^c Sp:,M;cV Jcf.n>ccunty and refused lo let it be| 
M. Ce rn :.c . Tr. is ;r. in rn tuon; mid c public. 


.J 


l:\v' Irnr. J Ron-ry f D N.V.) ' rished bv 
c:e;.:.y ri.s ‘ 

in d«Ct': car.:act u;; 
most '.i.Cuciiiui co: 
the U S. 


cr.^ Crtiicr r.-‘ior:..f /ur -1 Clay, convicted of draft dod*-: 

the f^JU ir.C in June. i 0 o 7 . and ler.icnccd I 

K..i; wAsi>:cCu* n'...ck la nc-ke fi.en>.;vc; f:vc years in prison, js a,>l 
one o! me preportns. iricljn.r,;: :ne nferi* scalln;: his coovjciion. Tfic U. j 
nun;su m' n; ci n.l.u-y un.is. in defend S. Supreme Coiiit ordered 
lt:.c Can..a: 2 ;:n:nst K.nr ’s pians In.er;d;am to hold a hearing to 


r.CD GHOST WRITCR 


jlo cause massive disruption. .--- 
W.th h'.ids cbinuictl fro.m | Tr.e House Dcmocrniic lead- 
*u-.o*: clecLTonic cuvesdropping, | ers, all strer,;; suppc-rtcjs of Jhc j ,’^Y^ 
tne FRI v. as nblc to confirm j into President Kennedy, were i 
that ibLs Krentlin r£cr.l, whose I rcpulc.liy ^i.ocV:^u a: Inc puUcr* 
ir.fnicncc cxicriiled inic R'li tvnc Jan/uaec Km;: used in pri- 
highest ranks of Ibe Cominunis: I vatc conversations about lhc[ 
party. ufSA. was one of Kind's [laic Prc.'idm.t } 

Other recordings in ‘ 


sec whether illegal wjr£ta?.s ics- 
was used Lo ' convict 




Hoih the movement lo mark 
Kind's birthday as a naiional 
hol.dev and the Houston court 
hearing clcariy indicate that the 
final Giaptcr in the Martin King 
tkr. Tr->T I® wriuen. 

w lh hili Sc:>o;c Dc.-nocr..lic Wbl? Ed- 
cxi^.s.vJv Kcn.ncdy (D. Mass.) pa:n* 

M \cirr\cd a lesson in wW 

,.,lc„: 5 .-.o.s. and snow i.d House protocol last wfck. 

were two Kin?s^r.e ^ WVJ, Senate Majority Leader 
severa- p..oio-ruphs o. . p.o.ic Imrw ana .r,c mhc. Mar^sficld (D Mom.) 

C.c c^vil ria *-5 kucc. mictr.’ Kr.O’AT, only to h;s ‘ 

cvvc.n c* 4 V,:v.Lnisi op' j fricn-is and the FBI. 

government; Vcn’aiir J c a d c r to Ihc 
icy or corntr.issiin ^ nas j \yj.;ic House meeting called by 
■ President Nixon to brief con* 


gnost wriicrs and c'.hcf advisers 
on protest stretchy. 

lo titc evide 

;d fron: the Kui;; record- 
l."c r 21 succeeded in > 


In 


, awsv from Washington. 
.. , [Kennedy was invited as acting 

errter at one of b:c maje-r L. S. Allhcjgli no government, jcnsior 

a-*nor.s, -a -- •--- ‘ ‘ 

Kmc. whose assassir.atior. In'-adc'a study c: Kmg's Ion; 


Mci’.ip.'us, Terr.,, in Ap.i!, straic;v of prcie.st. there' )codcrs on his Mid- 

s.:tt carried as an ‘'open m- ^ c.".uu:;i cvxdcr.ee m me ides ’ conference with South Viet- 
vest:;tier.' by ^nc Fiil, w ..5 ^^; that King's j president Thicu. 

^ When Kennedy shoxvtd up it 




f.x-.st under government sur- jgoal v^s to create a mass pro- 
vc.‘.la..ca in ISjI whCxt the niovamCx-l. With the meve- 

Rcbcri Kennedy was AUorr.ey ir.icrxi. Kmj and his advisors 
: General. hoprd lo force a radical change 

Autto igh Kenpedy after Icav- country's form of mov¬ 

ing the Justice Depart men: tic- err.mc*n:. 
rued ary knowledge of King's King's lcaaer.Cup task was lo 
survciltcnce. FBI and Jiaticc | j.;v 2 the over-all movement 
Dcpartmcni records s-ow he l-niotion" and an acceptable 
nutnorired the inquii 7 d.tring a jwould aiLaci mil* 
conference ...tended by FB! Di-iijcns of ncgroc,>, young people, 

rector J Edgnr Hoover. Ihenjjhe poor, clergy, am , px,,.,*..... ....... 

Deputy Attorney General Ns*, disenchantcd wltii ihe Vietnam j ^ 

chola.'i de Katzenb^ch. ar.fi an -1 ^jir. i Symington couldn't attend since •. 

otr.cr h.g.'iTurxitmg r BI nice. Kis latiucs in cha.nsmg congressional leaders' of 

Ti'ie surveiiUrcc of K:r.g, now,prates: leaccrship iro.'n one House ’Ci'nata uf^r* in. 

jr.fier fire by several large Ess::c.vil Tights to anti-war, yj.gtj 

Coast newjp.^pers. was ute out-■ pO’^city, ar.d anii goverr.mcntj . 5 yip^n«l 4 
gravv:.t of iniur.T.atioa litai i-hci during the closJtg cays o* his ^ separate 

FBI acer.ts cblained during its bfc were part of this Midway meeting tJtal 

.-'sL-ategy. 

.MODE TO COME 
A\'hothcf most of ih.cse FBI 
recordings, since many of tlico 
fieJ with national security 
ca'^es still under isvesiigation. 
will ever be revealed by the 
Nixon Afirxirxistratio.n Is conjee* 

J 

ftheuld 4 upSorlci> of King. 


U.c White House lor the confer¬ 
ence with Senator Stuart Sym 
ir.gton (D. Mo.), an ouispckcn 
cniic of Nixon's Vietnam and 
defense policies, a W'hilc House 
aide inquired about the laUcr*s 
prcitcnce. 

Kennedy's reply was.that )t 8 i 
had bi oijghi Symington along to. 

. attend the briefing. Aflcr con-. 

I siiliaiion with the President, the .‘ • 
' Nixon x-iide tci’sclv rcporicfi that, 
Symington couldn't attend since - 
issional leaders' ol 
nd Senate were in-' 




: national 


in vest.gat lon of anothi 
security c;i 5 c. 

V.'r.cn King's name was mcn- 
lio.ned several times by one of 
t:.c pcrsorxs under survcillar.ee 
In Ihx^ ease, it was derided that 
the c.vR rights Jer.dcr shcuLi be 
pirxccd unilor d<v.c oineivatioc. 
• Tnc FBI m.iuiry,'.which c£u»- 

<*7 • n, fcJvcral years, in¬ 


volved King's ifiPi [0 Sweden !hev,ever, pur.'.p new life :i.io the 

end Exnv. Germany v.cll as'str.llcd drive to' Cor.g.'css to 
h.i prcpr.rnixon^ lo lead ihe so-. create a nchor.al hoi.day fcor.or- 
“ ~ hir.x. dom.'.nfis could breome 

x'o.nhcomi.’ig frrim. anh-K,r,g Ic; 
LIcxOi’S ir.'it Hoover be cubed to 


"por-:- Anrv C.:-.'.:p.-ia.x” 

,0 X.V.’ashingmn. 

Vx’.iSx, and othx'r x::il secret 
xtixtix-:* *>» Kings aCi.'ix.es i^c.e 

rc'.c;..cd bv FBI D^rs'ctor J- 
. Kig.*.’ Hoover to utembers of 
die Fctr.ey subcommuiec short- 
iy bcforxj the civU nghts leader 
w as slam. 


the Midway meeting tJiai U 
could be arranged later. Oa ■' ♦ 
hearing this, Symington left iht 
V.'hUc House while Kenaedy yras [ 
left speechless. • . ‘ 



. rnEDESTXNATIO.V 
It is reported that ihc Grace 
iBnplisl Cimrch on Capitol Hill, 


r'‘ ■ ‘ ! t\ 


.;y. 


Lttuher King tapes’ 
ccu.a occapie ii«g PwVis. 

For r.tr.v. the or.ly public cor.- 
firmauo.n o: the long recordings 
ccames iro.-n Housiaa Fcccralj 


occurs, the; Washington, D, C., is to be ffe- . 

moved lo the suburbs, liic 
meitbcrs of this. 75 'yv;gir-ald 
church having found the locaUon 
Busoic, / '*.♦ 

. Women members have''been 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

«r. W. C. 


Tolfcor 


1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 



1 - Mr. W. C. 
1 - Mr. T. E. 

DATE: 7/2/69 


CoJIahan 

Sullivan conrod 
Bishop *' 


FROM G, C. Moore' 




O 


\ - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 


G. C. Moore 
C. E. Glass 
J. J. Dunn 



T#J«, Rootn < 

Holmes- 

Cqndy . 


SUBJECT :MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 




A letter has been received from ReprcselfSdtive Robert L. 
Leggett (D) of California, asking for comprehensive briefing 
concerning the late Martin Luther King, Jr., and his alleged 
affiliations with communists and commxjnist front organizations. 
Recommended that attached letter be directed to Leggett indicating 
that although his interest in this matter is appreciated, it is not 
possible to furnish him any data concerning the matter involved. 
Leggett being furnished copy of Evening Star article 6/19/69, 
captioned '’King Wiretap Caildd RFK's Idea." 

We have had limited but cordial relations with Leggett 
in connection with constltvient matters. He voted against appro¬ 
priations for the House Committee on Un-American Activities (now 
called the House Committee on Internal Security) in 12/65, and 
^against the Omnibus Crime Bill in 6/68, because of the wiretapping 
.'?0 oand confessions provisions. He claimed the above provisions would 

lead to a:>pollce state. Leggett has been in touch with some 
communist-bloc embassies. ^ 

In his letter to the Director, I.eggett requested 
comprehensive briefing regarding King and his affiliations with 
communists in an effort to "separate fact from fiction." 

In view of the various ramifications Involved in the King 
matter, it is not believed any Information should be given to 
Leggett. Release of additional facts by him would certainly result 
in widespread publicity and prompt numerous inquiries to us by 
■embers of Congress and FBI critics. 

RBCOMMENDATION: //C 


LU UJ 
—I OC Vz. 

. .. I UJ 

X O 


some 

a 


yj 


•ft'-!? 


If you approve, the attached letter will be directed to 
Leggett noting that Khile his interest in this matter is appreciated, 
it is not possible to furnish him any data concerning the matter 
about which he wrote. Leggett being furnished copy of.^/I^/69 
article from the Evening Star mentioned above. 

c- 1969 i 
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LI. 


Mr dfi^Co^prttiiBaiii __ 

TwlattvetAMlf, IMI, kM 


r- 

?s>;'.,.ir CirL£ 
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>- 




rviL 
t '.i ' 


icZ 


boan ffCflTid. 

r at % r :::r?? - r/F F*• .r^ 

t VbiU 1 fftiainly approelalf yoor £»rfM 

liitfrffi la thlf BMttar^ fthar lhaa th# ioeloffd toplfa n-^u rMt 
of mm artlcUf» tl U aot poaaifalt lor mt lo MrnlA "t fv.i‘ illEf 
900 fay dfta'oaacfralBB Iho tnattor a hoo t ortiioli yoo wrolo*- 
1 am for# that yoo will andarftaiM tto rtaaonf wMeh 
proeladf my Mlag of aaalitaacf lo yoo ta thla lowa n oo. 


MAILfD 10 

JUN241969 

COMM-FBI 


abmoroly yoor% 

J. Eds«r Hoowr 




PJ 



. F 

"FBI aalmrKennedy OKd Tapping of Dr.King's 

’TOng Wiretap Called RFK's Idea" (Evening Star, 6/19/69) 

V " ' 

1 - Mr, DeLoach (sent with cover memo) 

1 - Mr, Sullivan (sent with cover memo) 

1 - Mr. Gale (sent with cover memo) 

- Mr, M, A, Jones (sent with cover memo) 


v/ 




NOTE: Bee T.E.Bishop to Mr. DeLoach memo dated ^8^69;e 
^Martin Luther King, Jr., Security Matter-Commuri^^j,Oiaoj||^ 
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WATDtUCXX KMVA 




>1. n. GROSS 

atf io«ik 




CQMMrmxst 
W iH W u mi Atf aw 
R0«T Omcx AMP CIVML 8Kltv«B 


Congrtcc^ of (tie fHntttb i^tateo 

^outfe of Eeprtieientattbetf 

WaKtinston. S.C. 20515 


Mr. ToUol 


Lolch-^ 


Mr. Dr*Lome 

June 19, 196a^4«gl^ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Departtoent of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


MiW 


OATEldlilJ 




- 

Mr. Cmlliihmn- 

Mr. Conmad.y^C 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr.^osoiy^^ 

- 

Mr. Trotter- 

Tde. Boo«- 

Miu Molmea- 

Miitf Gm&dy-m 


ja I have become increasingly concerned in the past few days, as ~t'aili 'ff"* 

^ certain you have, over certain attacks on both yourself and the IV 

Federal Bureau of Investigation over the mattei^f the wiretap sur- 
g |velllance involving the late Dr, Martin Luther^ing, Jr. ffi 

Ip ^ As you know, it is now a matter of public record that summaries of ju.. 

certain conversations between this Individual and one of the most ^ |E 
influential members of the Communist Party, U.S.A., were provided 
^ ^ by you some time ago to members of a House Appropriations Subcom- 3T[/ 

^ mittee. 

pA Further,' it has been reported in the press that this communist para 

Igi > member was one of Dr, King's speech writers and chief advisors. 

^ ^ In addition, it is now known that the late Attorney General Robert 
^ ^ F. Kennedy personally authorized this wiretap surveillance and that y, 
successor, former Attorney General Nicholas deB. Katzenbach has 
^^O *also stated that he officially knew of the surveillance. 

am, therefore, convinced beyond any doubt that, since this informs^ 
B ' tion is now in the public domain, tha|: since the American people 

^ 0 i have apparently been given a distorted picture of Dr. King's true 
^ purposes and activities, and that since the attacks upon the good . 

HI ^ based in large part on that picture, a more com->j/} 

B ^ ^ jplete accounting of this man's activities is due the citizens of /]kfH 
^ ' {this nation and would most definib^^ be in the national interest! ^ 




Pl^ 

jpv -V ‘ 


Ithis nation and would most deflnlt^^ be in the national Interest! 

Accordingly, I would appreciate^ it if you would'confirm, in as mucKiJ 
detail as possible, that the wiretap surveillance of Dr. King was 
occasioned by his association with one or more members of the com- ^, 
raunist party. . ^ -. 
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Mr, j. Edgar Hoover 


-Page Two- 


’ June 19, 1969 


I Concerning approval of this surveillance, vould you describe the 
occasion on vhich such approval was requested and received? My 
understanding is that a conference was held involving yourself, 
an aide, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Katzenbach. Is this correct? 


lx would also appreciate any facts you deem appropriate to give to 
jme that demonstrate the extent to which Dr. King may have dealt 
[with a member or members of the communist party. 


With kindest personal regards. 



HRG/dj 
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July 8, 1869 
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h^C<^) 


hicago, lUl^U 606S8 


Dear 




,v/ 


In reply to your letter irtiieb I recelTed'wTjnly-fed, 


1/ 




<!* 



Information contained tn our files must be maintained as confidential 

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. I am» 

/ 

howerer, enclosing some material concerning the work of the FHE 
in the field of Civil Rights which I hope will be helpful to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgtf Hoofwr ’ 


Libertie 

Enclosures (2) The Federal Bureau of Investigation: The Protector of Civil / 

The FBI... Guardian of Civil Rights , ^ 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 

Zip code per National Zip Code Directory. 
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ALL INfORMATiONCy.srniiip 
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WK OHDKBSTA® tlAT HI FJ.I. KOK IB 1 COlIPBTK MPOM 01 MilTIi WHIR 

_______ «»iN. Vfll BWV WT «l 

DIG AMD TU AU AiAAJkyi ZZllXAW iv lu ** —• m-. «. 

LUP HAT KllO IK IBPOBIBU PCS 111.11 OP HI CXAOTIC i^kOlTlOB TUT KXST TOOAI Al 
flUI U SITUB IB A COMinnaST OR CGMfOVIKt KTVBiTlIlXR. 1 IMAGIIB TUT HI COMPUH 
RXt>OlT WIU BB KAPK FDBUC TBI KOOK AID I 71 III HAT B7SRT iMBtZCll IS XBTITUD TO OCW 
HI PACTS. I BKUCri I7BH TU ItUCTIOURIJS IIU. TO SOU RIHIT UBVALDATt TUU COOIlSS 
nsif TU PACH AU HAOB CHAR. 




I BBIPIG TO Al ORGAlflZATIOl RXPUSBBTII6 OIVH 1.600,000. FBOPlI AID Z PBL 
TUT BCKB OP XT C0LLU6DB AU UTITlID TO HOI TU XRUH. 1 lOUID AZSO STROlOU BBLIK7B 
TUT SORIB OR UTA, OCR ORGAKIUTZOI MOST TAB A STAID 01 CIVIL DISORDIRS. II COBJCKT- 
ZOI Z AM AUO UQCBTIBG HIPUCATB COFZIS OP TU UFORT OH M«L. UK. I WOUIO AISO UB 

TO am nm our orgaiiutzoi iquatss zhbip to hi czvzl rzoih movbiit zi simAi. 

■> \ 

UT WE Also TAB HIS OPPORTUlITr TO TUIt TOC. B HILL B HlSTlia TUT WK BALL RICSIT. 
TU APORIMIITIOIKD DOCUMKIH II TU VAT BAR PUTORE. HAlEIlO TOO* Z AM, 
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/ ^ ALLINF0R[VIA1|]NCui^lAii£j 

RFC 34 / o ^ J -/ o ^ ^70 - T r 15 ui^(;lA5sip|£q ., 

J I«t7^ 
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BoAtwlck, <^rg;U .IQfim 
Desir 

fe rti^ to toe tiiqaiiy to fonr letter of July tot, with 
encloeare, 1 can aeeore yoa that I bare Berer made any etatement to 
toe effect that Martin Lather King, Jr., wai a eommonist or Marxist. 
Inf<»inatt<» soeh as this, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released becaose of a Department of Jostiee order regarding aU matters 
of a confidential nature. 


HAILED 22 

JUL8-1969 

COMM-FBl 


Stoeerely yours, 
J, Hoovef 


NOTE: Based upcxi available information, correspondent is not 


Identifiable to Bufiles. Correspondent’s stamped, self-addressed 
envelope being atiUzed to reidy. 
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BOSTWICK, GEORGIA 30623 
July 1, 1969 
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Mr. ^oisoii. 
Mr. DeL >ac) 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Ca. pcT 
Mr. Cal.a’-.a:. 
Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Rosen— 



Mr. SullivaTx 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trottcn. 
j. Room— 
ts Holmes 
Miss Gandy^ 




J, Edgar Hoover 

c/o Federal Bureau of 


Irvestlgation 

9th Street and Pennsylvania Ave, 
Washington, D,C, 


Dear Kr, Hoover 1 


I am pastor of a Kethodlst church in North 
Georgia, Recently in a Sunday School discussion 
a member of our church quoted you as saying in a 
speech^^d also In a newspaper article that , *^artln 
Luther^ing, Jr, was a communist and Marxist,** 
"Several of theadults including myself question 
this statement. To clarify even further the issue 
I am writing you to see If you acutally said this 
of Dr, King, 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 


In His Service, 



All li^ 


irrUluViATlOriCONTAlNtU 


^ (jC-fc* * HERtlN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ 
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^ * UNITED STATES GWERNMENT 


^ Memorandum 

TO ‘ Mr. W. C. Sulllv^jr^ 

FROM : G, C. Moor vV^L-^ 

o 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


/10 


ToIboti 
DeLooch , 

Mohr 

Bikhop — 


DATE: 6/25/69 


Coie ^ 

/ y floier . 

A y $ui)i^ 

I / /J^ ^?TO!ter 

il Room 

j V HoimB*- 

* ' ^ Candy - 




y 


Ptirsuant to Mr, Tolsoii's instructi^s, the document ^ 
entitled "Communism and the Negro Movement - A Current Analysis” \ 
(the Director's copy is attached), has been reviewed. This ' 

docxjment was furnished to Carl T. Roweui by cover letter dated ^ ^ 
December 1964, when Rowan was Director of the U.S. Information 

) Agency. The document has been reviewed for elaboration on the 
facts set forth therein and the documentation for the information 
has been set forth. / 




As mentioned above, the Director's copy of the y 
document sent to Kowan on December 7, 1964, is attached. The 
second document^which is enclosed contains a listing by page 
and paragraph number of the information set forth in the 
document. At the top of each page there has been set forth 
information which appeared in the original doctiment. This data 
is \jnderllned. Thereafter on each page, where appropriate, 
there is set forth an elaboration of the facts Involved and 
documentation showing where the Information involved may be 
found in our files and sources involved. 
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RQUI'E iS ENVELOPE 


^jj ;>.'.riijc ^ 1 - Mr. Belnoni 

v/ — 1 - Mr. Mohr 

€1 a 1 * 

^ - Mr. Bvans 


SMUSSEriBl 


Hortora'blo Cc*rl T. Mo’^aa 
Director 

Uiiltcu States lafcraatioa Agency 
roon 'iS2 

17 VG Pcnmylvania Avorae^ RorthTseat. 
TTcclilr.gton, D, C« 


tile-; 


\ V ^ 

Boar llr. Boron; >.• 

X tlioiight you rould be InterestoU in tbe ^ 
enclosed cr-OTsat otudy oatltlpd "Ccaaiaii^ and tto Bosro 
Eo7etJOUe;*~A CvjctoyA /isialyniG# • Copies Ox Th^ 
docuaent era being furnished to Intorosted c^xicials 
of the GoTornaent. . ' , 

The octrees used in the enclosure have 
ftrni^hca reliable inPomation ^ tlio past, and bccauso 
of tlic’’’'* G'^'iisitivo naturo, tho docuaent b**s been 
classified ” 5 ?^ Socrct,** Upon removal of cl^^fied 
enclosure, this letter boconss unclasci^led.^g^ 

Sincerely yoio^, 


1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 a> Xir. SulliTan 
1 - Liaison 

December 1964 

Bf UAISOI? 

1 - J. F. Bland 
1 » F. J« Baumgardner 
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Introduction . ' 

The r&cletl unrest in the United States Is currently the 
t&rgot for a dctenslnc-d concentration of co&aunlet effort, 
Cbsaunlcte arc using every Beans possible to divert the coiureo and 
force of tho unrest into support of comaunlst objectives. 
Long-range cosaunist strategy looks to the establishment of a 
Kegro-labor coalition T;hicb the communists hope to be able to 
manipulate as a po^verful political-action T^eapon. Using this 
v^eapon, they aim to provoke clans struggle and promote legislation 
which can serve no a step tovard a couiaunlst system of goverjoaent. 

At first glance, the co»'^unlst goal may seem unrealistic, 
But it develops realistic potential when cll aspects of current 
communist tactics being used in connection with the current racial 
situation ore viewed in their totality, liore, it constitutes a 
national security problem in light of the fact that the individual 
playing a most dominant role as a lerding spokesman for the 
estimated 20 million Jle-groec in this country has knowingly, 
trllliugly, and regularly cooperated with and taken guidance from 
coanunists. This individual—^rtin Luther King—has used the 
communists and, in turn, has boon used by them in an alliance 
that could have serious consequences both for the Negro movement 
end this Katlon^^^ 

Bend in Bnnd 


In EiEg*s rise to national proaicenc'd since hie leadership 
of the bus boycott by Negroes in Montgomery, Alabama,'in 1056, be 
has been closely allied with communists. Be has sboim not only a 
willingness but even an eagerness to accept communist aid, to 
support coismuniet causes, to associate and confer with prominent 
cocimacict leaders, and to work closely with and rely upon the advice 
and guidance of dedicated communists vlth concealed afflllbtlons, 
despito tho fact that they have been identified reliably to him as 
such. 

Since 1956, communists close to King have blended their 
actions cT.dLllfully Into his organization, the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SOLC), and have done so clearly with his 
approval 
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A t^ccljLcatod Ccir^dnlst ;_j[J . . , 

On® of tho IndividuelSi for esauiil©, tjiio Iiavo greatly 
facilitated Kln;;*o rise to pro-dnesco in rocont years is 


Stenloy David Lovison. 


OstGOstbly only a Kers Vo?l: City attorney 


and euccGosful bu 3 lno 3 f:sn!»a f?ho has been bolping King, ho oIbo ic a 
Blirer/df dodlcntod coc^unlot and is as such by King 
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Alllanco vitli flim* 


Lovisou gravitated to IS^irttn lAitlier King’s organization in 
lOEG and apeliod equal dedientien in support or King’s ccttvitlcs, 

Ha quichly’ dovolopod a clcso personal rolctlonship vitli King, By 
lDC 3 f bo vao roxcrrod to as King’s ”/iS 3 |.Btant Chiof” and oas descrlTx, 
as a roal-cstato can trho spent half bis ti£:o bolpicg King, In 1001 , 
ho 1709 Assistant ^ 1 'oasurcr of tho 8 CLC* 


In hiu support of King’s activities sicco lOEG, Lovison 
has enponciod prodigious efforts In King’s behalf• Ho has actively 
involved bicscif in fund-raising drives for King, served as bis 
legal counsol in certain cutters, sug^l'^tod cpoecii aatorial for hie, 
discussed with King dojnnstrations in ^L-hich King \ 7 as involved, 


guidod bln 


in regard to eccoptanoo or rejection of various 


public 


appoarancos nnd cpoahlng cotjaitnonts, and holpod hin v^ith natters 
related to w'ticlos and boohs King has prcpaved,|^^ 

”Tho Tie© Is Not?” 


Lcvicon also played a role In tlio cvolvoaicnt of plans 
that led to the t!arch on yashington on August 20 « 1968 « 
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Ci'icrlr.ally Kc: 3 ^o leaders, prSiaclpally A. Philip Pandolph, 

Fresicleat el the Brotherhood of Sleopda:^ Car Porters and head 
of the ITsipro A’r.sricoa trihor Council, had propenod & carch on 
,th'> Katio,a*s BcriOtlne In ti-e Vniy of 10C3, Cijh^oquGatly, 

nf ter cciio'dltii::? vxih Lovlnon, vlio e^rc-ed that ”tJiO tine in 
iivT.;,” *!arlin 'tins Poi:t>u the ini'.lntivcf and cecurod the 

coo'soreticn of the cthci- ITjjro icniirrj in Lachlns Itlnfj’o p-repcoal 
for au earlier nurch—ti uovo tliat pnt Itle;; e^nai’oly in tho 
forofrent of the evonta as they dcvolopod.f^l 

P?3?ncial ri'.evy-.rt 

Part of Xir;S*B ercat depcndonce ca Stanley L DVisoa Is 

poriod Laviacn act'w‘d priLir.ri j “y rw> 4 -ir::*e bna^aioos aianasor and p 
Counted laroe Cutus of nonoy to hia then f'ancls rcro Ic?# Ee 
tJa.id Lovison TToa very clooo to nas> had hia confidcoco con- 
pictcly, and vaa one of the Hvra people ttu> could got Kins' aloao, 
Give hia cdvico, and nlvnyc Lave It coeeirtod* 

Kir? «» Bevleo!: Contr*c?ts Gunrded 

Althc/.^tli Kins has attoTiptod to ciaintaln covert his 
esaoclation rit-h loviaoa and keep to a hzii'O nlniaun personal 
fcretlrss bot'o-c-eu tho t»50, cucCi ncotinss h^'V© been olrserved. Cn 
ItQ^cnbor ?.0, IB'St E'lns cot personally ^ith Levison at the 
Intcmationnl Kotol, Koimouy Intcrnrtticnal Ali'poi^t, 2Tcv York City. 

site vas a reca rcni3to:.'od in tho none of one o? Cias’s 
ai:;35i3trjits, Ulus end licv.lacn nsc?,n poi.’aionally siet la 
XTe>7 Yorlj; City cn Jhauary 8 and roarurj^y 7, 19o4* Pnrlns the 
period Itarch r-10, ten’-irou epent carsidorablo tino in tbo 

Atlcmtc, Geoi's^# offices of the &0IC«, King vna ot^apicd in 
tlie^o offices evi'Sns tha sane i?c-ried# The evening of Ilnrc^i 0, 

1004, %»ltuoG3Cu t<o"/lsoa dinin? at tho Kias resj-doneo. Ono of 
the p’jrTvGscs cf these Harch, 130d, visits Kin? ^ns & 

diocussica as to whether Bayard Ihistin Vas to be hired by the SCJ.C, 

( 1 ) 

I Since April, ISO^l, Levicon’s contacts uith Kirs have bcavi 

hxjidlod through r.n iutorrodicry, CZarcnco Jonas, vho is also « 
froa’^cot advisor to Kin?* vo:ica is Gonorr.l Couasol for tho 
Grinclci Coc5*oty for Ecuan Il:l?!its, c fund-raisin? adjunct of tho 
CCLC. r.trii*.? vac n:'.0-iLTG*s Jenes held a pesiticn cf Icr.de.’sin*:> 
tr' tha i-'hor Tci.th I'^.r.craa, r.n or?sa;lr..'iticn has hccA dr-sirm:.!' 

as ► cr^XVu cc x^.-'ecviarih'O Iwfww. X*-^viwv»* £i'..»4» ^u*-——* 

KToacs cn several occasloiis In tho Sprir? and Sitraer cf 1>G4. 




.uSl'J 


















P SBCBET 



JoncSf In discusains L&vieon with Cing, usually refers to Lovlcon 
as ’’our friend,” On reptonbsr 29, 1004, Jonoa a^aln laet tdth 
Lovlson at tlie latter's office, ^e cubjoct vas business relating 
to tbc CCliC. On October 1964, plans vere underray for a 
persocel Beetles of King and Jones rith Lcvlson rhlcb vas to take 
place in the near future In Atlanta, Georgia. In preparation for 
this nccting, Jones told Kicg to think about vhnt role Levlson 
could play In the future, eddlug that Iiovlson bad been helpful 
In the past. On Rovesber 24, IV34, Kinj contacted Jonos and 
asked that Jones and Levlson, nnong others, cub:nit five-minute 
Bpceebes Vihich Sing could uso In acceptirg the Kobol Peace Pri^e, 
.King vould select the best catcrlal fro» these speeches, 


Kanter Pitts O'Dell 



There are tto lo^ortant points that should be noted in 
connection rith O'Dell *b gravitation to Sing's novenent. Early in 
1960, it VLa loomed that efforts were being Bade by the Party to 
get O'Dell Into a special typo of activity. About the sobo tine, 
a Party official stated that tbe.I^rty uas In a position to place 
people lu SortIn Luther Sing's crganiratlcn, the OCLC. Subcequoctly, 
In 1961, O't-oll me nndo adclnlstrator of the ECLC's Her York 
office. In addition, tro other thirty cenbers. Hazel Gray and 
Loretta Peuker, vorked thore under O'Dell nt one tli^ or another. 


Aetivitioe Dlcndsd 


The operations cf the CCLC's Kev York Office illustrate 
hoy ccdEEinistE blended tbclr activities into support of Sic?. A 
cia^or function of tbo office is the solicitation of funds for Sing 
tlirough letters called out over bio signature. It appeors, for 
exetr^plo, that the Balling list for cno such solicitation vras that 
used by tbo publishers of the *T<atlonal Caardian,” a veekly 
publication ^bicli has been cited cs ”a virtual official propaganda 
.arm of Soviet Sucsia,” 
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Trrofold Purpose 


Tol*V _ 

lloftr \ 
iVLoorV 
Coftper JL 
CoiXjharA 
CcMirod ^ 

Cvoni _ 

_ 

_ _ 




Tnv^l ^ J _ -\ 

*i‘rott-T J *' 

Te!#-, fV.cji ^ \ 

HoHae/__ V 

Gttndyf— | 


0*rcll*s r::posure 

kix opportunity for the. comziunists to put O^Bcll dircctl: 
on the Bccno permanently in rcstDrd to the^ voter registr&tion drive 
orooo In June, 1932» vheu' Kins: mentioned to Levlspn thnt bo vas 
thlnklcs of addins an administrative assistant to hi^ staff. 
Levisan recommended 0*rcll, vho vas still serving as bead of the 
gCIXJ'B Kevr Yoi’k office, and Kinj said be liked the idea. It is 
clear that, at time, lllng vas veil evarc of O'Dell's communisi 
cffiliatloas.r^ 

Subsc^iucnt to Levison's proposal^ O'Dell vent to Atl&nt? 
to vork for the ECliC and used the name J. U. O'Dell. But In 
October, 1962, several newspaper articles expos^ his connection 
t/lth the EChC and his communist affiliations,/^^ 
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E1es»o Reaction 

t Kies rcaciod by. trylac to olnipilzo O’Dell 'b role 

vith the CCXiC* Do Bald inost of O’Doll’s vork had been in 
tlio Eorth and elcply Involvod milinj procodures. Ho also 
tried tc lirply Ici^oranao o£ any ccanurilst ail Illations on 
the part o£ O’Doll acd stated that O’E-all had tcsiporarlly 

rcoicaod pcncllnj an CCIC Isiquiry Into tho catter. 

• * ♦ ‘ 

C’Doll’s ytcaporary rovisnatioa” consisted of his 
return to 37ov Yor!:, whoro he contlnuod to oporato oat of tho 
DCLC’c oiTfico. no rciTaiaod tiioro until July, 10G3, vhon £lnj 
advised bin his "temporary rcsisuation” vus boing nado 
peruanont, not, as Ein:; put it, bocauso tho SCUC iDOuiry 
had disclosed eziy present connections bett/coa O’Doll and the 
,CFJ3;i but bccai^so o£ tho actional public resxxjnso. 

Eeluctant Action • 

Tot it is kaova thati prior to bis action in nahlns 
O’l-oll’c rcci::?i:atiea peinniuiont. Kins not only bad indicated 
bo kno'j of O’Dell’s ccr.suunist affiliations but actually 
had i'-ocoived isfortvation on tv/o separato occasions fren 
unirjpeachablc sources that O’Doll vaa doflnitoly n connuaist* 

In fact, it can bo said that Eirs too!s action on O'Doll 
reluctantly and only after boins ursod to do so laost urgently 
nad cnijhatically by high lovol and unlTspeachablo 

authority. In addition, even after O’Dell’s ”porrianoat rcsigua- 
|tloa” vao aceoptodi he is tacx^m to have transacted business 
for tho DCDC later tho saco nonth and thoro is evidence . 
that King continues to roly on O’Dell for assistanoo. In 
Fobruary, ICCd, King accopted ns a **v?cndorful sugeostioa” a 
proposal by O’Doll that O’Dell prepare a letter to bo 
distributed over Kii^g’s oignaturo rolatlag to King’s 
eppointiuoat as chairuan of an ad hoc CGSEiitte© to defend 
a group of Intogration loadors isho voro under indictaont 
by tliO* Justice Dopartsout for having perjured thCLiselvcs 
teforo a Federal Grand Jury. O’Doll furnished King with a 
craft cf the proposed letter TThich n’os then ppoj?arod in 
tho Cprir-g of >.9Gd for laass distribution oa BCl^ stationery . 
{and bearing tho purported oiGnaturo of King. (2) ^ 
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Bayard Kustln 

• Another of King’s key sdvleors is Bayai'd Rustia vho «t 
one tltt© was AsBlstnat Secretary of the SCLC,' King said ^ 
to let RustIn co because they started h avin g orobleos 
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fa.-. Pfjrry'c '.Slowed 

t?f tbnt ho did not <»ro vho knot, 

i't# . V '• ■' ^/ - ■ s -■„•*.■ / 

TSird^jin^u Ciirrcrit role . \ v 

of La IToTjol r-oaco Prise _\.;:icjh 
ccano&lioa ft^D-^l)cr XO, iai>i, nt Oslo, l.or\?£»y, 

is to bo ii'; 7 arc:od to ata ca oj-s^uw. *^». * »~4 , hio 

sSf uSSrSho vm n 

at ono oS tltcae oifcvircj, >3> ^ \ v ^ 

A/r.r<cr.%*v CJrrsittcO 3^tg.bl54::Tt&d f O? , \ 


Ad/isow Ccr^iittco 3^tg.bl54::Tt&d fo? 
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Ki»?*G Attraction for Coarsmisna 


other i>ii.<3os of Kioj oro Cor^y T. ▼ivian, Diapector of 
Affiliates of tho SCLC, anal Faticolph BCIC Pi*ojrara 

iCoorxiiiiator. Both those Inalivithials aro forssr earuljorc of tho CPUSA. 

(5) 

Cin^ * s *^G3oat UrItcrsf^ 

Berixtj tie latter, part of 1003 and ©arly 1064, ElA? 
fro^iuenily eoafi:'rA\5d with l^vlsc-n and jenos coa'Ceruiss a booh which 
x?us uvitten by ZTinj# Cstli licviaoc and Joaog were cousultod on 

a of occasions recrerdis^ the content of this too!: and actively 

participated In ce^otiaticas with tho jHibiiEli&ra rcjcrdics tho boo!:. 
This bool:, which vas entitled ♦*vnxy To Can’t Uait” Was published in 


JiirvO, 13G4< 


la iiAn Sni'^TOr of 1?G4, 


Kirs be^on xlO^^>tiations with 


‘‘She Saturday Evo^iics Post” conceraics the publicatijo^ of an articlo 
which would carry Kirs as tho authcor. Bustia told a gronp of 
ccsDCiates that vhe article was, in fact, written by Jeres, cad Kins 
did rot even read tho article fcefero givirs ti*» "Post” j^nissica to 
*CO clioad with its pitbliertica, This article, eirfcitled "Kc^rocs Are 
[ Kot Ihnrlng Tea Fast” appeared in the i;te7e:d:>C’r 7, 1324, dssno cf the 
PPest*” la UOTCiaher, iCG4, Kachtcl rroto tui articlo for King 
lentitlocl "Lochirg Ahead” which was to bo turned over to tlie ”Kew Tech 
iHcrald Vrituno” fcy IT&chtel after receisii^ Eiia?’© cr-proval* f6^ 


. gin?; Eis Personal Con&act 




Tolsem_ 

McKt _ j 

Dchooch ___i 

CoAper_ X 

Collohon 

Conriid _ / 

Evans' — y 
Coie ^ 

-- 

Sulilvo^ . _ 

7ov*! _ 

Troli/'f_ 

Tell. JPoorl ^ 
Nnr^ r _!L . 


I Supplo^erttlag tlid pictwr© of King as sui uaprincipled Ean 

is bJs rolo as a clrrgynan* Eo cooks rofugo in thia.ro?.e when 
-pressed coacernirg his rclntlcnshlp with cc»eranl6ts« On ore 
: occasion, for csn.^lo, he tras nshod by reporters if he took crdears 1 jx> 
co:x;unist9 and also whethcar ho took thoia froTa Stanley Levison* 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL 
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pulled from this file under court order 
of U.S. District Judge John Levis Smith, Jr., and 
sent to National Archives. 




Direct CPUSA Involvetjent ^ •. .. 

trhilo the co&auniEts ere conccntrctlng heavily on ' 
Eartln Luther King, they arc oot ignoring the other Ne£^o loader^ 
and the orgsnizatlons active in the integrrtioa moveceot, f 

Through the ycare, such orgaolrations have been a eocetant target 
for oomaunist-iefiltration efiorto, 

Xn February, 1864, n&tlocal Party functionary, >. 

Byaao Luner, told a Party cchonl that the Party’s fight lor 
equality is a fight ag'ainst eocoi>oly capital, and the fight for 
democratic rights,for the Kegro Leccr^es a fight vbicb is part of 
the vhole ”anticonopoly otrugglc** vithla the United States. 
According to Luser, the Kegro ctrugglo and the peace ctrugglo fall 
vlthin the class struggle co, for Uarzists, the class struggle 
reaalcs the .ucderlyicg baric question vith full equality and 
"democracy** the goal of the struggle. Ad the Party’s Ceneral 
Sccrctury, Cus Hall, has said "Jin C^ov can be dealt trith only by 
dealing vritb cepitalisn." The Party’s Hatiornl L'cgro Ccaaission 
Chairman told the OoneVssion in February, 1D&4, that the Party 
Bu&t vage fin all-out fight for the Civil Bights Dill through 
pressure on the Congress and, if necessary, through direct action 
such as dertonstrationo and warches. Xn April, 1934, the Party’s 
Legislative Director. Arnold Johnson, stated that it vas definitely 
true that the Party is in the current civil rights eovesent, but 
because of the hysteria of the oevs eedia and opposition by the 
Goveruaent, it vac not.fenolblo to publicize the acsistance the 
Party is giving to this %ioveaent. Currently, Party instructions 
are that Party sembers, in atubers, should attend s national . 
conference of top tfegro leaders scheduled for January, 1965 «^q^ - 
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Violence ninted . * . 

Til© fi'iclitcnlns truth of the coranunist Involveaont Is 
illustrated by coLincnts nado at a Kay, 19C4, nectlns of the 
Party's Kational Kocro Cocnission by one of the Party's 
national functlonarios who said that a total revolution is 
in the process of development and that no one can predict 
whether the reactionaries in the United States will drive 
this country into a bloody, sacrificial conflict In order to 
prolong the hour of their ultimate defeat. In this statenont 
wc sec not only a hint at possible violence, but coupled with 
it the Party's advance charge of placing the blame olcewherc. 

(9) 

Party Eecruitnent Planned - 

The Party's Involvenont In the racial situation is 
intended to also serve In the all-lnportant task of roorultnent. 
In early Juno, 1C64, the Party's national headquarters proposed 
that headquarters bo opened in major citieo for the purpose of 
holding forums. The objective, as explained by a Party 
functionary, is to organiEO special study groups designed to 
exploit sincere civil rights workers and attempt to recruit 
them into the Party, (lO) 


ComWinist In Action 






Ain to nci^hton Tc-nsioa • • V ‘ 

Zq chort» tbo prXaasy purposo has bsaa to 

6cld fusi to tho fii'o at tho local level to Ueop the racial ' . 

uaroBt at fever pitch at the national lovol» vLcro tho Party 
hopes to derlvo its groatoot benefit throuoh such ii^riant . 
channels as Ihu'tin ZAitbor Eing* - : - 

At the iatorciodlato level | the Party contimioo to .. 
vtilico its other tcols of propac^anda and agitation to bring as 
Eiuch proaci'iTo ao r,Qa:tblo to bear oa the over-all situatioa. Farty 
nowcpapers and Farty-qponeorod publications pour out propaganda 
alned at bcightccing tho tonsioas* CoiaiiariiGt front orcanicatloas 
originate and circiilato IcaflctSi circularoi and petitions, 
and boiibard Ccnc^rcse and tho Frcsldoat vith letters and tele* 

Cprocia donandieg action of one sort or another* 

Conolurjjcn _ - ■ ■_■■ 

Zt is evident froa tho facts presented that Uartia Luther 
Eine constitutes a security problca to this Hation* It is equally 
evjdoat that tho Ne-gro pooplo, doqo 25 nillion strong, aro not 
awaro cither oi King's cocurlty liability or of his porjsoiial 
'debaucliovy* If they vero a’.Tai'O, It is not lihely that they vould 
I bo giving to bin tho crepport that ho nov; has* At this tino, the 
ovorwacindeg maoority of tho Kegro pooi>lo have successfully 
resisted coiizimlsa and tills is to their distinct credit* Under 
King's leadership, i&ill this condition bo changed? This Is the 
serious question vhich ciast bo faced realistically* Tho ITogro 
peoplo oro certainly oatitlod to all civil rights enjoyed by 
Phite people. Can their IcgitJjnate aspirations and cSforto In 
this direction ho soparatod i>oriaanontly fron coiuranica? It is 
believed this can bo done If objectivity Is pursued and tho facto 
Imotm acted upon constructively* 
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